Bradmore The Village, and Methodism 1830-1980
By Oliver Randall
Foreword by Rev Brian D Earley, the minister at the time of publication.
At the time of writing, it is only three months since I became the Minister in pastoral charge of the
Methodist Church in Bradmore. Hence it is with considerable interest that I have read the following
account of life in Bradmore over the past 150 years. How things have changed over that comparatively
short span of time, with the result that the village scene is very different now from the days when the
Methodist Church was built. Yet Bradmore still remains a village, retaining the sense of community in
which newcomers are made welcome and to which people are happy to belong.
And standing in a fairly central position in the village is the Methodist Church, a silent witness to
the community of the spiritual values in life – the faith, the hope and the love that last for ever. It is
a constant reminder of the Living God who changes not, and of Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday,
today and forever. The people who now meet at the Church are conscious of their heritage. They
invite you to join with them in celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Church, and in the coming days
they will always be glad to welcome those who would like to share in Christian worship and witness
in Bradmore.

Brian D Earley.

METHODISM 1830-1980
The early Church
Our Methodist Church at Bradmore is this year (1980) celebrating the 150th anniversary of its
opening, the present Church having been in use all the time. It is one of the oldest in the Nottingham
area. Of the first 50 years of the Church’s history little is known. The first Trustees’ Minute Book dates
from 1887 and what happened to previous ones is not known. Some of the things here related were
given by an old member at the time of the Centenary in 1930.
It appears there was no place of worship in the village from the time the Church and much of the
village was burnt down in July 1705 until the present Methodist Church was built in 1830. No doubt
cottage meetings were held at the beginning and as numbers grew it was decided to build a Church.
To these the leasehold of the land was granted by the owner of the estate – the Right Honourable
Lord Rancliffe of Bunny Park at an annual rent of 2/-. After his decease the estate passed to Mrs Harriet
Forteath and a conveyance of the freehold was signed on May 13th 1868. Prior to this, Mrs Forteath
had met those concerned and suggested that the building would make two nice houses; but this
proved to be ‘teasing’ and she afterwards presented the freehold and the thanksgiving service was
held in the home of one of the members. It is said that at that time Mrs Forteath was rather at variance
with the Vicar of the day, so much so that she engaged a clergyman to conduct services in the Hall for
her family and staff, and this may have influenced her to act favourably towards the early Bradmore
Methodists.
It is said there was no actual stone-laying ceremony but anyone who gave the builders a ‘tip’ could
lay a brick and three or four bear the names or initials of those who laid them. The actual opening of
the Chapel took place on the Feast Monday – the first Monday in November 1830. It was opened by
Mr W Dawson who preached from the text Rev. ch.3 verse 20. It may not be historically recorded but
it is quite likely that the Church here was dedicated to ‘All Saints’ so that the weekend following
November 1st is the traditional ‘Village Feast’. This is so in adjacent villages – Cotgrave, for instance.
The floor of the Chapel was originally paved with bricks and it is said this was hardly completed on the
morning of the opening – the builders had to be fetched from the local inn where they were
celebrating the Feast rather than completing the job.

The chapel was heated by a stove in the centre and the seating consisted of plain forms without
backs. At night it was lit by tallow candles and it was the duty of the Chapelkeeper to go round during
the service and snuff them, apparently making no little commotion. Before the harmonium was
purchased, the singing was led by a band of local musicians with cornets, clarionets, etc and should
they fail to be present someone in the congregation had to start the tunes.
Although built as a Wesleyan Chapel, it was not until some years afterwards that it came to belong
to the connection and the first Trust was formed. In the early days the Sunday services were as
follows:
Prayer Meeting – 7am; Class Meeting – 9am; Sunday School – 10am and services at 2:30 and 6pm
– a very full day.
The first entries in the 1887 Minute Book refer to something which happened the previous Feast
Sunday which might have been more disastrous or even fatal. The ceiling of the Chapel was originally
plaster and on that particular night it cracked without warning during the service. Fortunately, it did
not fall until Monday by which time the furnishings had been removed. The preacher that evening
was a Mr Thornley and although he had not announced his text, he said afterwards he intended taking
it from Gen. ch.19 verse 17: ‘Escape for thy life’. After this incident, the ceiling was matchboarded by
a local carpenter. The Superintendent Minister about that time was the Rev. James Hind, the father
of Mr Henry Hind, well known to many of us.
It did not seem the custom in the late nineteenth century to state the position of the Trust at the
Annual Meeting except to say the accounts were examined, audited and passed. One interesting item
recorded in 1890 was that the Caretaker of the time was given an increase in her salary from £4 per
annum to £4.10.0; this was again raised in 1893 to £5. It was also decided that some means be devised
of securing a supply of rain water for the use of the Chapel there being no piped water at that time.
The first record of the renewal of the Trust was in 1896. The old Trust was reduced to 4 and at the
renewal was raised to 18. One of the continuing trustees at the time of the renewal was an old local
preacher who was unable to sign his name – he simply made a cross and this was witnessed by a
Minister who eventually became President of the Conference. In 1897 there is a report of a Balance
In Hand in favour of the Trust of £2.2.2.
At this time, it appears there was an idea to alter the entrance of the Chapel to the west side but
this did not materialize. The central heating system was put in about 1898, following a visit by Trustees
to inspect the systems at neighbouring chapels. About the turn of the century, certain alterations and
renovations had taken place from which a special fund was started. This raised about £68 but a further
£40 had to be borrowed to complete the payment.
Erection of the Sunday School
Originally the Chapel also served as the Sunday School and the first move to obtain additional land
was made about 1901. Eventually the landlady gave more land and the Quarterly Meeting gave
consent for the erection of a Schoolroom to cost about £200. To give some idea of the difference in
the values between the present day and that time, it is interesting to note that the Chapel was only
insured for £300. In 1902 it was raised to £500. In 1903 the Trust income for the year was under £20
and the payments left a balance in hand of £4.19.1. The building of the Sunday School was now
decided upon and 4 different plans were considered. Finally a tender for £370 was accepted and the
stonelaying took place on June 30th 1904. The stones were not inscribed with the names of those who
laid them. Each one who did so was expected to contribute at least £5 – the names to be recorded on
a brass plate in the schoolroom but this was never carried out. Rather late in the arrangements it was
decided to have an inscription across the front of the school (Wesleyan Sunday School 1904). This was

not to cost more than 35/-. The final debt on the Sunday School was cleared in 1910 but for several
years there was a debit balance in the Trust accounts.
Improvements and the Organ
In 1904 a new hymn book was published and this was first used at Bradmore from the beginning
of 1906. On Christmas Day 1905 a social was held to help defray the cost of the books.
Certain alterations and renovations were carried out in 1913 costing just over £100. There was an
adverse balance in the Trust accounts in 1915 of £3.10.0 and it was decided to make a special effort
to raise this amount. One of the Ministers was invited to give a lecture. His subject was
‘Blackberrying’. In 1931 a circuit effort was made to clear all Trust debts. Bradmore at that time owed
£50 and with circuit help this was raised and repaid.
In 1923 the first scheme for Methodist Union was put forward and voted on by local meetings. The
Minister in charge of Bradmore at that time was very opposed to it and advised all to vote against it.
Eventually the scheme was amended and came before the meetings again in 1925 when it received
more support.
It is interesting to note that the outside painting was done in 1923 – this costing a little over £11.
The Trust was again renewed in 1924 – this leading to increased interest and activity. Piped water
was laid on and steps were taken to decorate the schoolroom. Soon afterwards the decoration of the
Church was carried out costing £25 and a Garden Party was held to raise this amount. In 1925 the
school piano was purchased and several gifts were made to the Church, namely the Individual
Communion Set, the Font, the War Memorial vases and the oak vestry table. Electricity having
become available in 1929, it was installed in the Church and Sunday School.
In 1928 the first steps were made towards starting an Organ Fund – a subscription list was opened
and special events arranged. 1930 was the Centenary year and a special effort was made to raise £100
towards the Fund. This was more than achieved and the organ was installed in 1931 – the opening
services being conducted by the Rev E Benson Perkins.
The business of the Trustees’ meetings during the war was very much of a routine nature. The
Trust was again renewed in 1949 and soon afterwards the Sunday School was decorated by voluntary
labour and the renovation of the Chapel took place in 1950. In 1956 the first steps were taken to raise
money for the proposed new school kitchen and this was ultimately carried out as we have it today.
Some events and early outings
The oldest record in existence in connection with the Church is the Sunday School accounts book
which dates from the first Sunday School Anniversary held on September 4th, 1831. This would be a
new Church then which would be an added attraction and the collection for the day was £9.1.7¼.
Afterwards the Anniversary collections seemed to range between £5 and £7.10.0 for a number of
years. New Testaments at that time could be bought for 9d each and quite a lot of paper was
purchased so evidently the scholars were taught to write as well. In 1840, there is a record of a
contribution to the school funds by Lord Rancliffe of Bunny Hall and in later years the Lord of the
Manor and Vicar also made contributions. At one time there were 50 scholars in the Sunday School
and the Anniversary platform which was used for many years, was made in 1886 and cost £5. The
present Baptismal Register dates from 1862 but whether there was a previous one is not known.
One or two items from the old Leaders’ meeting minute book are interesting: “the attention of the
Leaders in 1894 was called to the misbehaviour of some boys and young men during Divine Service
and it was thought the leaders should occasionally sit among them and that this would have the
desired effect’”

It seemed to have been the custom to hold a tea on Christmas Day and to invite someone to speak.
The charge for the tea was usually 6d but in 1895 it was to be a specially good one (a meat tea) and
this was to be 9d and the profit was to go to the Trust funds.
There is a report of an outing to Belvoir Castle in 1895 as follows: “The choir and friends numbering
about 70 proceeded to Belvoir Castle by horse drawn vehicles by way of Cotgrave, Colston Bassett and
Harby, starting at 7am. The fare was 2/3d with a meat tea at Redmile 1/6d each. Day beautifully fine
and thoroughly enjoyed by all. Returning home via Redmile, Whatton, Bingham, Radcliffe and West
Bridgford arriving home about 10 o’clock.”
Next year the outing was to Charnwood Forest and all who wished to join the party were expected
to pay a deposit two days before the outing. In 1897 the outing was to Cleethorpes when the return
fare was only 2/6d and 2/- for transport to the station. “Members of the choir were allowed to take
a friend for whose conduct and compliance with the terms they shall be responsible.”
A special Leaders’ meeting was held on Sunday evening, April 4th 1897 when grants were made
from the poor Fund to two needy members – one of 2/- and the other of 1/-. The Leaders’ meeting
did not get off to a very good start in the 20th century as on January 17th 1900 only the Minister and
one member were present so no business was transacted.
Ministers and Local Preachers
The Church has always been part of the Nottingham Arkwright St. Circuit (now Nottingham South);
although it may be that Halifax Place was the head Chapel in the early days in the Nottingham area as
there is a record of Bradmore making a contribution of £10.10.0 towards extensions there in 1804.
Until the Manse was built at Ruddington, the Arkwright St. Minister had pastoral charge of Bradmore.
The Ministers came for a fortnightly week-night service and either had to cycle or come by train to
Ruddington station and then walk 1¾ miles. Following Methodist Union in 1932, the following
Ministers have had pastoral charge of Bradmore.
1932 - 34
1934 - 38
1938 - 44
1944 - 46
1946 - 50
1950 - 55

Rev Walter Edwards
Rev Frank Bateman
Rev David Parton
Rev G E Tarr
Rev G B Salmon
Rev N A Eastwood

1955 - 60
1960 - 65
1965 - 71
1971 - 78
1978 - 79
1979 -

Rev W J Joyce
Rev J J B Hudson
Rev P K Parsons
Rev P S Moore
Rev R L Moore
Rev B D Earley

Over the years the Church has been served by a faithful band of local preachers to whom we are
very indebted. Perhaps there have not been many connected with this Church who have become
widely known but we know a lot of faithful service has been given over the years. The influence on
the hundreds of scholars who have passed through the Sunday School during the past 150 years
cannot be estimated. There were a number of local preachers in the village at one time and one
Bradmore man, Mr G Widdowson, emigrated and entered the Ministry of the Methodist Church in
America. The following local preachers have served the Church and lived in Bradmore during the last
100 years: Mr James Buxton; Mr Geo Widdowson; Mr Wm Smith; Mr J Attewell; Mr A Attewell; Mr
Wm Hickling; Mr S Walker; Mr A Hall; Mr S Platt.

Greetings and congratulations from previous Ministers
From Rev N A Eastwood
It is a pleasure to send greetings to the Bradmore church on this special occasion and to recall
happy memories of my term as its minister from 1950 to 1955. In a community small in number the

members of the church were inevitably few, but they were great in faith and devotion. As the only
church in the village it was a truly ecumenical fellowship long before ‘Shared Churches’ were thought
of. It was a church of all ages working happily together. In the whole of my ministry Bradmore has
been the only congregation who would sing any hymn I chose to the set tune and sing it well! My wife
joins me in sending warm greetings and praying God’s blessing on your continuing work and witness.
From Rev W J Joyce
The faithful loving witness, still maintained by the Bradmore Methodists, is the continuation of a
zeal and fellowship of service and worship that began so long ago. It is also a pledge that the Faith
that they have kept and the Faith that keeps them, will prove sufficient for the demands of the future.
Warmest congratulations and many thanks, and so: “Hats off to the past – coats off to the future –
and to the present, shoes off, for the place whereon you stand is holy ground”. May God continue to
bless you richly.
From Rev J J B Hudson
I am happy to send this word of congratulation and best wishes on the occasion of your 150 th
Anniversary. Your village chapel is a little jewel, built in 1830 and still in use and excellently preserved
by loving hands and hearts. It has borne a continuous witness through a century and a half. Well
done!
John Wesley journeyed through the village before the Turnpike was built, we may guess that he
preached at the bottom of Main Street and that the first Methodists formed a Society in Bradmore
during his life time for it must have taken a generation to raise enough money to build so good a
building in so small a community.
In my years at Ruddington (1960-1965) I was proud to be the Minister of such a fine village Chapel.
The population of the village was then 170 and the Membership of the Chapel 35, that is 20 times the
national average. Long may it continue that way! May God bless you all.
From Rev P K Parsons
It is a great joy to send greetings to you on the occasion of your 150 th Anniversary. What a
wonderful record of God’s activity in Bradmore and my wife and I count it a privilege to have shared
for six years out of the 150 of the ministry of the Church. Our coming to the Nottingham South Circuit
in 1965 from Kenya was a venture of faith for both the Circuit and ourselves, for neither of us had met
before. However, looking back I am sure it was of God, and we will never cease to be grateful for the
friendship and prayer support which you all so loyally gave us. May God bless you all.
From Rev P S Moore
I am happy to respond to your invitation to send greetings to the Methodist Society in Bradmore.
To maintain a Methodist Church for 150 years is no mean achievement, especially when the village
remains small and stands at the edge of a city the size of Nottingham with all its attractions.
Two things stand out in my memory. One is of the building itself. It stands there as a witness to
the Church. Its well kept outside and its clean bright inside – in spite of occasional attacks by damp –
speaks of a people who care for the premises where they worship. The second memory is of the
Garden Party which always seemed to manage a fine warm evening. In recent years it had become
established as a village event to which all the people of both Bradmore and Bunny were invited. They
were called to share in the work of maintaining the Methodist witness and to recognise that it did
stand at the centre of the village.
May the Methodist people of Bradmore long continue to be a witness to Christ and His Church.
May they continue to care, to share and to be of central significance to the life of the village.
From Rev R L Moore
Although my acquaintance with Bradmore was quite brief, it was long enough to come to
appreciate the quality of the village, and particularly the Church life. The standard of care and concern

for young and old in Christ’s name was really outstanding. May I congratulate you on this 150th
Anniversary and wish you every blessing for the years that lie ahead.
Good wishes from Rev C E Jones, Bunny Vicarage.
It gives me great pleasure to congratulate and to convey good wishes to our Methodist friends in
Bradmore on the occasion of the celebration of their 150th Anniversary of the opening of the Chapel.
It is indeed a significant milestone and represents solid achievement of witnessing to the saving truth
of the Gospel. We as Anglicans are happy to co-operate with our Methodist friends and we rejoice
that we worship together both at Harvest Thanksgiving tide and at Christmas. May this friendly cooperation continue and flourish. All blessings for the future.
A local preacher remembers – Mr J Randall
I have been reading in the Recorder about Bradmore’s Methodist Church 150th Anniversary and I
am reminded that as a preacher on trial I took services there in 1916-1918 and well remember the
building. My father Thurman Randall was known as a very acceptable preacher in the old Arkwright
St. Circuit and attended Cotgrave and later Musters Road Church. I am still able to take 4-5 services a
quarter in the Sheffield Brunswick Circuit.
50 years service to the Sunday School – Mr C G Jamson
My grandfather (Mr Wm Smith) was a stalwart of Bradmore Wesleyan Chapel. It always came first
in his long life. He was primarily a framework knitter making silk underwear for I & R Morley of
Nottingham. The work was done chiefly at night. I myself as a small boy having to wind the silk from
skeins on to bobbins (very exacting). He was also a smallholder, an expert gardener and a bee-keeper;
yet he found time to play cricket.
In the early 1920s a presentation was made to him as he had served the Sunday School for over 50
years as scholar, teacher and superintendent. He was also a class leader.
Memories my mother left me – Mrs C M Bailey
At the end of one week in November 1886 people in the village heard a terrific noise. The sound
came from the Methodist Church. On the Sunday evening mother took the family to the service during
which another warning was given with a louder noise – the ceiling had cracked. The preacher was in
the pulpit and realising what was happening he asked the congregation to walk out quietly. This they
did and no one was injured.
At that time the pulpit was more like a box fixed to the wall. I remember Mr Ira Voce altered it and
at that time the communion rail, the table and two chairs were placed there. Before this the
Communion was more like a love feast with someone relating their Christian experiences. I remember
when I first knelt on the floor at a prayer meeting when I was 10. It was there that I heard God calling
me and I told Him how much I loved Him.
For the Sunday School Anniversary a platform was erected over the two Walker family pews where
the organ now stands. On the morning of the Anniversary the scholars were positioned according to
their height. We also had an afternoon service.
The church was not solemnized for weddings until 1917 – the first wedding being that of Miss E
Walker and Mr N Squires. They were presented with a Bible and hymn book. The second wedding
was my own to Mr John Bailey of Sandiacre in 1919. We left Bradmore in 1925 with our three year
old daughter who is now married and lives on the outskirts of Matlock. She was the head of St John’s
School in Wakefield and is now an active worker in the Church of England.
Returning to the Sunday School, I faintly remember it being held in the Church until 1904 when the
present Sunday School was built. I recall that as beginners in the school each child had a catechism
and was expected to learn a small piece of scripture, perhaps two lines, to be recited to the teacher
for the next Sunday. If this was done correctly she would have an extra mark added to her attendance
mark which increased the value of the annual prize. When they left Sunday School, scholars were

presented with a large Bible which was often used as a Family Bible. I still have those presented to
my mother and my father.
The church was blessed with a very loyal caretaker – Mr R Jamson. Mr W Smith was a very warm
Christian and a very faithful steward as was Mr T Walker. I ask myself, can good things come out of
Bradmore? Yes, I am sure they can when I look at all you loyal workers. God bless you all.
1980 CELEBRATIONS
Saturday July 5th
Service of Thanksgiving conducted by the Rev. Brian Earley
Opening Ceremony by Mr W C Jarvis (of Bingham)
Exhibition in the Schoolroom
Dancing display by the Pupils of Mrs Pilgrim
Painting Competition of a local subject
Garden Party and Refreshments at Rufford Lodge, Main Street
Sunday July 6th
Services at 11:00 am and 6:00 pm
Preacher Rev. Brian Greet B.A. Chairman of the District
Sunday September 28th
Harvest Festival
Sunday November 2nd
150 Anniversary of the Opening Ceremony
Services at 11:00 am and 6:00 pm
Preacher Rev. John J B Hudson (of Romford)
th

THE VILLAGE
Bradmore is a pleasant village situated about 6 miles south of Nottingham on the A60
Loughborough Road. It is surprising how little it is known except to those who live in the immediate
neighbourhood. There are two theories as to the origin of the name – one is that it is a corruption of
Broad-Mere suggesting that at some time in the distant past the valley to the south of the village may
have been a lake, another is that in feudal times it was owned by one William de Bradmere – hence
the name. The population hovered about 200 for a number of years, possibly slightly more now, but
it is interesting to note that in 1811 it was 407: greater than West Bridgford at that time.
The histories of Bunny and Bradmore are closely linked as the Vicar of Bunny is also Vicar of
Bradmore, although up to about 1770 they were separate parishes. In July 1705 the church and much
of the village were burnt down including houses, stables and much produce. The church was never
re-built but a Mission Hall was built adjoining the tower in 1881 in which periodical services are held.
Before the Mission Room was built a local saddler named Stubbs who tanned some of his own leather,
used to hang skins under the steeple to dry. In later years the room was used as a Men’s Institute and
recreation room. Until 1910-11 Bradmore was part of the Bunny and Bradmore estate when it was
sold and some of the farms and cottages were bought by the tenants.
The road into the village at the north end is called the ‘Ramper’ or Rampart and it may be that this
was the original main road passing through the centre of the village and joining the present

Loughborough road to the south. There is also a lane in the village called ‘Donkey Lane’ and this may
have been used by gypsies. The high part of the village near where one of the mills stood is known as
the ‘Town End’, and the opening with the junction to Loughborough road is called the ‘Maypole’.
Whether there ever was a maypole here is uncertain but many years ago there would be a sweet stall
here at the time of the village feast. It was the custom at the time of the feast to make a kind of
porridge with wheat called ‘Thrumerty’ or ‘Fermety’; this having been kept up by one or two older
residents until fairly recently.
At the present time Bradmore is entirely an agricultural village. In the past there were quite a
number of small holdings as well as large farms but to meet modern requirements these have now
been absorbed into 4 or 5 larger farms. In past years most rural businesses were represented in the
village – there was a Public House (probably two), malt rooms, two shops, blacksmith, joiner and
undertaker, wheelwright, shoemaker, saddler and baker. There were also two windmills in the parish
– one on the higher part of the village and only demolished within living memory, the other one on
the highest part of ‘Mill Lane’ – hence the name. It is said this mill was moved from this site to the
side of the main road to Ruddington where the old mill house was only demolished when the Ministry
site was developed. It is said this mill was transported almost complete (presumably without the sails)
and many people turned out to see this done. The last miller in this case was named ‘Treece’ and the
field where it stood is called ‘Treece’s Close’. Many hedges have in recent years been uprooted to
make room for modern machinery but many of the old fields had peculiar names such as ‘Labour in
Vain’, Peet’s Wife’s Nook’, ‘Isaac’s 9 Acre’, Dead Man’s Grave’, ‘Froghole’, ‘Long Wells’, ‘Crock Hill’,
etc. At the time of the Enclosure Acts much of the moors was divided into small fields of about 1½
acres each for smallholders, but most of these hedges have now gone.
For centuries the village depended on well water for its drinking supply and although most of the
farm wells were very near to the crewyards there is no record of any epidemics except in 1537 when
Bradmore was visited by a plague. About 1911-12 piped water was laid from Ruddington although
many did not avail themselves of this immediately considering that well water made the best tea.
It may surprise some to learn that there was a temporary airfield in the parish during the first World
War. This was on the left of the main road on Spinney Hill. This was supervised by six soldiers who
lived in huts and it caused quite a sensation when the first plane landed – people came from the
villages around to see it.
The main road through the village was widened in 1931 when three houses and some farm
buildings had to be demolished. It may not be generally known but there was at one time a ‘Pinfold’
between Plumtree and Keyworth lanes but this had disappeared many years earlier. Since the last
War many small cottages have been demolished to make way for larger and modern houses and the
village has largely become the domicile of commuters and retired people. Several of the old cottages
had ‘Stockingers’ shops adjoining them and several men worked as frame-work knitters. With the
coming of power this declined and with the opening of the hosiery factories at Ruddington, several
went to work there. If the stockingers were short of work they helped on the farms in harvest-time
but they were always careful not to get their hands rough as it made it difficult to handle the yarn.
The undervests etc all needed seaming and this the wives used to do, often one of the children also
used to wind the yarn.
Some of the houses in the village show evidence of the architecture of Sir Thomas Parkyns (16621741) whose style was to build the walls on arches. He also built a school at Bunny for the children of
Bunny and Bradmore in 1700 and almshouses which are now made into flats. One of the farmhouses
in the village has the initials in the brickwork ‘Sir T P’ and the date 1736.
There has never been a day school in Bradmore except for a short time in the early part of the war
when the Sunday School was used for evacuees. Until the early part of the century there had been

one or two ‘Dames’ schools in the village where the children learnt the rudiments of reading and used
slates for writing; the writer being one of the last scholars.
The village once had its own brass band made up chiefly of members of two or three musical
families and were much in demand for special occasions in neighbouring villages.
During the early years of this century the postal service was dependent on a local postman with a
mail cart who collected the letters in the evening, stayed the night in Nottingham and delivered the
morning letters on his return. Before this modern innovation a man walked with the letters from
Nottingham, spent the day rabbiting in Bunny Park and took letters back at night. Transport was not
easy in the past – more people walked – some to Nottingham although there was a carrier from the
village on Wednesdays and Saturdays. When the Great Central line and Ruddington Station were
opened about the turn of the century, this meant a 1¾ mile walk for a ten minute train ride. A bus
service was started through the village soon after the first World War and eventually four different
companies ran services along the main road. These were ultimately absorbed by a larger company
and now we are left with a very indifferent service.
Village Smithy – Mr N Waddingham
The village smithy prior to 1910 was the business of my grandfather, William James also known as
‘doctor’ on account that horses needed some kind of medical attention. Before William the business
was run by his father Edward James. During these early years men in farm service in the village would
spend their evenings at the forge helping the blacksmith as strikers – that is using a 7 lb hammer in
the operation of forging the iron for horse shoes and farm implements. It has been said that William
James and his friends would go on what was called ‘going on the order’ which meant going to the local
Public House leaving their work for several days every so often only returning home to eat and sleep.
Bradmore Church Institute – Mr N Waddingham
The exact date of the formation of the Bradmore Church Institute is not known but records now
exist going back to 1909. It is thought that the Institute which provided games of billiards, dominoes,
cards and skittles etc was formed for village men over the age of 16 years. In the early years many
men in farm service were catered for in this evening entertainment. In the 1930s a games league was
formed, called the South Notts Games League, embracing 9 or 10 villages when great rivalry and
competition was greatly enjoyed.
Bradmore Airfield 1914-18 – Mr N Waddingham
It may not be generally known that during the 1914-18 war Bradmore had a military airfield which
was situated in Spinney Hill field farmed by Mr W Beeby. It was quite an event for the children when
an aeroplane came to land. I can quite remember coming out of Sunday School and running to the
airfield. A huge white ring was painted on the field and one of the soldiers in charge had to keep the
cows off so as not to obliterate the markings. The airfield was staffed by about six soldiers who lived
there in wooden huts and guarded the petrol store.
Belgian refugees 1914-18 – Mr F C Randall
There is a point of interest concerning the Methodist Schoolroom where a refugee family of
Belgians were billeted during the 1914-18 war. A scar is still to be seen in the south west window
frame which was set alight through a candle being placed too near the woodwork.
Village tradespeople – Dr J M Randall
In 1832 just two years after the erection of the Wesleyan chapel twenty-two tradespeople are
listed as living in the village. It can be assumed that at least some of these were instrumental in
forming the early Wesleyan society and building the chapel. Amongst the ten farmers were Isaac and
Samuel Voce, Richard Walker and John Peet who was also the maltster. One of the bricks of the chapel

is inscribed William Dalby who was most likely the one recorded as miller. There were two butchers
and four shopkeepers, including H Dalby and G Walker. S Dalby was the tailor, T Harwood the
shoemaker, Mary Henson the victualler, Edward James the blacksmith and T Rowbotham the joiner.
By 1844 both John Smith and William Stubbs were making horse collars and harness, and there were
two more shoemakers. John Treece had taken over as corn miller and perhaps one or two more farms
had been taken over by the Voce family.
Twenty years later in 1864 the village was described as having ‘some neat and spacious houses
amongst which may be named the residence of Edward Griffin James Esq., land steward to Mrs
Forteath, the sole owner, whose efforts the village owes its great improvement’. By this time john
Voce was the publican at the Crown Inn and William Smith provided a carrier service to Nottingham
on Tuesdays and Saturdays. In 1869 nine farmers are listed, including Joseph Bonsor, Thomas
Smeeton and both John Voce Snr (of the Crown) and John Voce Jnr. William Dalby had become the
shoemaker, and William James the blacksmith. Of the ten cottagers three had additional occupations,
John Hutchinson was a shopkeeper, John Stubbs was still a saddler and William Smith was still the
carrier. No miller or maltster is recorded in 1869. Sixteen years later, in 1885 when Miss Hawkesley
was lady of the manor several ladies had gainful employment. Miss Louise Atkinson was running an
infants day school, Mrs Elizabeth Voce was a dressmaker and Miss Lettice Voce, victualler at The Old
Crown. Two trades not previously mentioned were now being followed, John Baggaley was the
wheelwright and William Yates a tailor. John Attewell, apart from being a farmer, had taken on the
duties of assistant overseer, assessor and collector of taxes and William Baggaley in addition to his
own farm was farm bailiff to Mr Ford. Other farmers were William Ford, Thomas Grundy, John
Hutchinson, Richard Jackson, John Randall, George Stafford and Thomas Walker. The last was also
surveyor of highways by 1894.
Some of these villagers were remembered by a few of the inhabitants today and in more recent
times the farms have been tended amongst others by Stephen Arnott, Thomas Brown, Walter
Chadburn, William Elliott, Henry Lester and Joe Stafford who is said to be amongst the first to use a
binder in the village. Other families who farmed for more than one generation were Bagguleys,
Beebys, Carnells, Edlingtons, Randalls and Smeetons. Walter Beeby was the first to own a tractor and
Frank and Ernest Randall were the last to use horses – for leading sheaves at harvest time. The long
service of William James, the blacksmith, was later followed by Joe Blow and finally Gus Hodgett, both
of whom had shops elsewhere and only visited during one day each week. When necessary, William
Dalby, the shoemaker was called from his last to his duties as the pinder. The miller at mill mound
was John Elliott and the baker, Alf Voce, was the son of John Voce the publican. A Mr England was
the keeper employed by the estate. Many years later Elias Bramley was renowned for his poaching
skills, being able to whistle hares and rabbits to run towards him. The joinery and undertaking
business of John ‘Jack’ Bosworth was later taken over by Ira Voce. Thomas Buxton, Joe Hickling,
William Smith and George Smith earned their livings as stockingers.
There have been many shopkeepers in recent years until the village stores and Post Office was
closed, including Mrs Ira Voce, Herbert Fearnside and Tom Ingram, who also did some pork butchery.
Richard Jackson also kept a shop but, like many, relied on more than one enterprise for a living; he
was also a gardener and carrier. George Armstrong, one of the many smallholders, also carted coal
and bricks. One name which frequently enters the conversation when multiple jobs are discussed is
William Challands, who apart from being a waggoner and later being employed by the council as a
road sweeper earned a few coppers by cutting hair, sweeping chimneys and gardening. Additional
income was often earned by wives taking in washing; amongst these were Edith Hornbuckle and Mary
Attewell. It is said that some of the cottages were so small that sheets were often folded outside in
the streets!

Fred Hutchinson was the first person to have a telephone installed and the first to own a car, whilst
John Bailey had the first wireless which he built himself.
Today the villagers are far less self-sufficient and interdependent than they were even within living
memory. There are only three families employed entirely within the village; these are the two farming
families of Bagguleys and Carnells and Laurence Cauldwell delivers the milk. Otherwise Bradmore
largely consists of retired people and those employed in the nearby towns and villages.
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