
 Blackcliffe Farm from maps & photos       (Version 20151210)  

  
        The 1884 edition 1:1250 OS Map shows the area of the Blackcliffe Farm and its yard 

numbered as parcel No.118 lying between Farmer Street and Loughborough Road in 

Bradmore, Nottinghamshire.  

      This edition was the first 

available 1:1250 O.S. map.  There 

were no appendages shown on the 

original two storey high coped gabled 

‘Parkyns’ threshing barn which was 

built along the north east boundary of 

the farm yard. It abutted the single 

storey long range of barns built along 

the north west boundary (shown as a 

single building). The smaller coped 

gabled ‘Parkyns’ storage barn with its 

T shaped plan forming part of the 

south east boundary is shown as 

attached to/part of the farm house. The barn to the north east was not shown. The farm house 

had its small yard at the rear. 

 

      The 1900 edition, on which the 

buildings are shaded, shows two 

structures abutting the northern wall 

of the ‘Parkyns’ threshing barn and 

the long barn. These structures were 

part of Bonsers farm to the north but 

perhaps attached to them. The main 

part of the smaller coped gabled 

‘Parkyns’ storage barn section 

described above is shown unshaded 

(an error?). The barn to the north east 

was not shown although there 

appeared to be a small building to the south of the threshing barn. A pump is shown in the 

small yard behind the farm house. 

 

The 1914 edition shows the two 

structures shown on the edition of 

1900 attached to the ‘Parkyns’ 

threshing barn and long barn as one 

structure. None of the buildings are 

shaded. The  barn to the north east of 

the small ‘Parkyns’ storage barn is 

still not shown but the small building 

to the south of the ‘Parkyns’ 

threshing barn was no longer present. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

This photo shows the farm and its barns and farmyard in 1965. The ‘Parkyns’ threshing barn, 

has a small bricked up personal doorway in the southern bay, and a 4’ wide door opening in 

the central bay. The latter was probably inserted in the central bay when the large threshing 

doorway was bricked up, using thicker bricks and a single blue brick dpc. This probably 

happened during the late 19th century. It has a large open dutch barn and a covered lean-to 

storage area to the north east and three corrugated iron roofed open barns belonging to 

Bonsers Farm abutting the northwest side. A line of tar/pitch following this pitched roofline is 

still visible today on the north west wall of the threshing barn. To the north east of the smaller 

‘Parkyns’ storage barn forming the south east boundary is a gateway and gate, and then 

another more recently built brick and pantiled single storey barn with a stable door, which has 

been extended both north eastwards by a low flat roofed corrugated iron covered structure 

again with stable doors and south eastwards by a much larger open structure.  

 

The 1970 plan shows more recent 

buildings, probably more open Dutch 

barns and yard areas. The smaller 

‘Parkyns’ storage barn is shown 

accurately and separated from the 

Farm House and the barn to the north 

east is now shown with a covered 

area west of the old ‘Parkyns’ 

threshing barn. The shape of 

Blackcliffe farm house has changed 

and is narrower at the northern end 

compared with earlier maps. 

 



 
 

     This photo was taken early in 1988, possibly before work started on converting the 

‘Parkyns’ threshing barn. It showed the full height timber threshing doorway still in evidence 

on the eastern elevation but the small doorway in the eastern wall of the southern bay had 

been bricked up at some stage. The high level doorway in the southern elevation appeared still 

to have its timber door and frame. The roof had normal pantiles on the southern section and 

smaller tiles on the northern section. The northern section still had its ventilation slits but on 

the southern section they had already been bricked up.  

      What is just visible is the fact that the building was leaning in a south easterly direction i.e. 

towards the road.  Parts of the upper sections of both the southern and eastern walls were 

rebuilt and tie rods inserted linking the eastern, southern and western walls to stop any future 

possible movement. 

 

This photo was taken later in 

the year as the trees are in leaf. 

It showed the western wall of 

the large threshing barn with its 

bricked up central doorway and 

bricked up doorway in the 

southern bay. Also visible were 

wooden roof level supports for 

a large structure/open barn 

which was once attached to the 

western wall of the old 

threshing barn. 



The long range of old 

single storey barns on 

the north side of the yard 

shown on the earliest 

O.S.Maps were in the 

process of being 

converted to ‘The Long 

Barn’ which would have 

a single storey at each 

end but  a two storey 

section centrally located 

above the new hall and 

garage area. 

 

 

 

   The central section, 

soon to become two 

storeys is shown with the 

newly converted ‘Old 

Hay Barn’ in the 

background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The southern section 

abutted the building with 

the sloping roof which 

was the garage / 

outbuilding belonging to 

Bonsers Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 



 

    The smaller ‘Parkyns’ storage barn 

adjacent to the farm house was much 

altered in 1988 to become ‘’The Old Gig 

House’. The southern section was 

demolished and rebuilt to the east of its 

former position to form a large sitting 

room with a garden area to the east and a 

smaller walled garden to the west. The 

north eastern wall shown was rebuilt in a 

similar pattern but without the high level 

loft opening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  The former southern entrance 

to the farm yard between the 

storage barn and the newer 

single storey building along the 

southern boundary was built 

over to become the new kitchen. 

Part of the northern section of 

the barn was extended to form a 

single storey hall and cloakroom. 

 

 

 

 

    The east wall as it was being 

rebuilt in a similar style and 

bonding to the original barn. 

The single storey hall and 

cloakroom are shown. 

 

   The western part of the newer 

single storey building along the 

southern boundary was made into a 

double garage for the property. 

 



 
 

 

A new porch/ cloakroom area 

was added to the northern 

elevation with a cat-slide roof 

and a first floor section was 

added with both dormer and 

velux windows in the old section 

of the barn.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Old Mill was in fact partly a 

new dwelling which was 

constructed to the south of the 

large threshing barn in the 

location of the former low flat 

roofed corrugated iron covered 

structure, together with the 

eastern part of the newer single 

storey building along the 

southern boundary.                          

 

 

 

 

 

Photos kindly loaned by Tony and Linda Brecknock, Ann Wright and John Randall 

 

 

 


