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Another Assize court?
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As we approach the year end
we look forward to our
Christmas Social on 4th
December. Once again, this is
at the Nursteed centre
because it provides the best
combination of space and
catering facilities for a party
style of meeting.

As has become the custom,
we plan a musical treat.
Please make the effort to
come, even if you have not
visited the Nursteed Centre
before, because those who
came in previous years
thought it was great. Go
along Nursteed Road and it is
on the right, immediately
after the light-controlled
crossing. The entrance is
shared with the junior school
and there is plenty of parking
space.

Coming toward the end of
the year it has been a
surprisingly eventful period.
There was a huge turn-out of
local people for a Planning
Committee meeting to decide
on the proposal for new
facilities at St Mary’s Church,
which would make it a
community centre for all
manner of events. There is a
report on that elsewhere in
this newsletter.

I had attended a previous
meeting of that committee to
speak against the planning
application for a large new
housing development at
Coate Bridge. That
application was rejected but
we are waiting to see if there
is an appeal.
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A very active St Mary’s Church
group has spent some time
developing proposals for turning
the redundant church into a
community centre that would be
an excellent venue for all kinds of
events in the centre of Devizes.
The church itself would have the
pews removed and a new floor
installed to provide a large space
suitable for performing plays,
musical events and many other
activities. To provide the essential
additional rooms for catering,
toilets and changing a single story
extension would be built in the
space to the north of the church.

A great deal of community
consultation had been carried out
to ensure that the proposed
facilities were what most people
wanted and that the modern
appearance was acceptable.

The alternative to such a
development would be to put the
church, a valued Grade 1 listed
building, at risk of long term
neglect and decay.

A planning application was
submitted, and the decision was

due to be made by a Wiltshire
Council Planning Committee on
24th October. Such was the
support for the proposal from the
local community that around 200
people turned out to attend the
committee meeting. The Town
Council also sent a representative
to support the proposal.

Despite the overwhelming local
opinion in favour of the proposal,
the committee voted 4 to 3 to
reject it. Wiltshire Council had
done nothing towards developing
the proposal and offered no
financial support, but exercised
the right to ignore and override
local opinion once again. Localism
seems to stop at Trowbridge.

A Wiltshire Planning Officer spoke
against the proposal, as did
several Wiltshire Councillors from
other areas, who had paid a brief
visit to the site while being
“guided” by the views of the
Planning Officer. A notable
exception was councillor Richard
Gamble (The Lavingtons and
Erlestoke) who had carefully
considered the situation and
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The Government seems
determined to permit almost
any housing development, by-
passing local planning
decisions, through the appeal
process. Short-termism in
politics damages this country
in all respects. I could also
mention energy policy and
there are other examples.

The Wiltshire Historic
Buildings Trust (WHBT) has
similar interests to our Trust
so I attended the AGM in
October. WHBT has a large
cash fund which can be used
to renovate buildings and it is
currently seeking to negotiate
with the owner of the Assize
Courts. I do not have high
expectations, but will watch
developments with interest
next year.

Ted East

The first, but clearly not the last,
Devizes Heritage Open Day was a
real success with more than a
thousand visits in total to the six
buildings that were open.

Everyone involved showed a huge
commitment to the event. The
churches all had volunteers in
attendance, with tea, coffee and
home made cakes for sale at very
reasonable prices.

The Masonic Hall in particular
was a revelation, with its curious
paraphernalia and distinctive
design, with  helpful members on
hand to answer questions.

The Town Lockup was also very

popular, as people queued to
descend beneath the Town Hall
for a visit to the centuries-old
prison cell, guided by our own
John Girvan.

Another highlight was the
opportunity to climb to the top of
St Mary's tower with its fantastic
views of the town and
surrounding countryside.

Planning has already started on
the 2014 event with a couple of
possibilities for new locations
being explored. If anyone has any
suggestions for buildings which
they would like to visit, please let
us know and we'll see what we
can do.

Heritage Open  Day
A great success!

made a reasoned and balanced
statement, coming down in favour
of the proposal.

The opposing councillors seemed
determined to show their
contempt for the opinions of
Devizes people and that they were
not to be influenced by the large
crowd of locals. The Planning
Officer was so unprofessional as
to accuse those who spoke for the
proposal of blackmail and he
based his objection on the “harm”
caused by the size and
appearance of the new extension.
That objection is evident
nonsense because it is in a
derelict and hidden part of the
site and it would not be easily

visible from any aspect.
Significant harm has already
been done to the appearance of
the building by the construction
of the large block of old peoples’
flats  next to it. Where was the
Planning Officer when that was
approved?

It is possible that the St Mary’s
Church group will appeal against
the decision. Meanwhile
questions are being asked about
the conduct of the Planning
Officer at the meeting and about
the Chairman who failed to vote
and failed to formally register an
abstention. A rum do.

Ted East

’

We are always on the lookout  for
interesting articles about Devizes
and its history.. Do you have
something to offer?

Perhaps you have a question that
our local experts can  answer, or a
comment on one of our stories.

Write to the editor at the address
on the back page.

The view from St Mary’s towards Quakers Walk and The White Horse

We are seeking new committee
members to help run the Trust.

If you care about Devizes (of
course you do!), and can spare
some time, we would love to
hear from you.

Contact Ted East at the address
on the back page.



Philippa Morgan reports

Wiltshire Council has recently
produced a Business Plan which is
intended to set out the Council's
'vision' for the next four years.
According to Jane Scott's
introduction, it will “create
stronger and more resilient
communities” and will “protect the
most vulnerable in our
communities; boost the local
economy; create and safeguard
jobs, and encourage communities
to come together and provide
support so they can do more for
themselves.”

The Plan is twenty-eight pages
long, has twelve 'key actions', six
'outcomes' and eight 'principles'
with just one paragraph on
measuring success. It is worth
highlighting this paragraph as it
sets out how we, the council tax
payers, will know whether the plan
has delivered what is promised:

“Measuring success is about how
we will know we are performing
well and moving in the right
direction to achieve our vision to
create stronger and more resilient

communities and priorities. The
purpose of measuring success is
to continually learn and improve.
We will do this by developing
service plans for all our services
which measure our outcomes
against set criteria.”

According to the Business Plan,
work on these service plans will
start in September 2013 but there
is no indication as to whether or
when the service plans will be
shared with communities nor how
and when we will be updated on
the achievements of the
objectives set out in the Plan.

If we look at the area of the
Council's activities which has
recently been in the spotlight in
Devizes – Planning and Building
Control – there is not much
evidence yet of how the vision 'to
create stronger and more resilient
communities and priorities' is
working in practice. In particular,
the refusal of the St Mary's Church
planning application covered
elsewhere in this edition,
suggests that the same old
central control is still very much in
place.

It will be difficult for the Council
to build trust with communities if
it continues to deny them the
opportunity to be part of the
change process which they say is
essential for the prosperity of
Wiltshire. We shall have to wait
and see.

If you would like to examine this
document further, you can find it
here:

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/la
testnews.htm?aid=146115

Museum News
Exhibitions

Come and visit our new
gallery - details overleaf

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

Visit Wiltshire Museum for a
Victorian Christmas with
Pyjama Drama! Explore what it
was like to celebrate Christmas
in Victorian times using songs,
games, creative play and
drama!  Suitable for children
aged 2-5 years. Siblings
welcome.
There will be a 40 minute drama
session followed by time to
dress up in Victorian costumes.

Holiday opening
times:

Sunday 22nd Dec CLOSED
Monday 23rd Dec 10am-4pm
Tuesday 24th Dec 10am-1pm
Wednesday 25th Dec CLOSED
Thursday 26th Dec CLOSED
Friday 27th Dec 10am-4pm

Saturday 28th Dec 10am-4pm
Sunday 29th Dec noon-4pm
Monday 30th Dec 10am-4pm
Tuesday 31st Dec 10am-1pm
Wednesday 1st Jan noon-4pm

.

SATURDAY LECTURES

by Roy Canham. Using modern
survey techniques this project
set out to discover more about
the prehistoric and Romano-
British landscape in the
Bradford Hundred.

Bookings and enquiries:

www.wiltshireheritage.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369



The next Trust social event will be our Christmas social.
It will take place on Wednesday 4th December at 7pm
for 7:30, at the Nursteed Centre.

The event will follow the usual format; refreshments will be
available, and entertainment will be provided by the Devizes
Good Afternoon Choir, who will sing a selection of carols plus
other songs from their repertoire.
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Are you online?

Would you prefer to receive
your Trust News by email?

Printing and posting the Trust
News is one of the major costs
incurred by the Trust.

If you would be happy to receive
your copy of Trust News by
email it would help to reduce
our outgoings, saving paper as
well as the time spent by our
volunteers stuffing envelopes!

To register for this service,
please send an email to
info@trustfordevizes.info.

With the opening of the new
prehistoric galleries, Britain’s
greatest treasures from the
mysterious Golden Age of
Stonehenge are now on permanent
display for the first time ever. This
is the largest collection of Early
Bronze Age gold ever put on public
display in England. In a move that
will transform public
understanding of the Stonehenge
era, the Museum is exhibiting 500
Stonehenge period objects,
including 30 pieces of gold
treasure which have rarely been
seen by the public before.

The large specially-designed new
high security and humidity-

controlled exhibition facility,
constructed inside the museum,
cost £750,000 to build, with
funding coming from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, English Heritage,
Wiltshire Council, the North
Wessex Downs Area of Natural
Beauty and other sources.

The new galleries are the first part
of a totally new re-presentation of
Stonehenge and its landscape.
Two months after the new facility
in Devizes opens, English Heritage
will open its new Stonehenge
Visitor Centre and in 2014
Salisbury Museum will also
inaugurate new displays.

A message from

the Treasurer

Please ensure that your
Standing Order is for £12 per
annum when it next becomes
payable.

If you are drawing up a Will or
altering an existing one think
about leaving something to The
Trust for Devizes so that it can
continue to monitor matters in
Devizes that require to be
overseen by local people.
During November, costs
associated with will-writing by
Solicitors are substantially
reduced in a bid to attract more
such activity!

Change of address or other
particulars should be notified to
me so that the newsletter
continues to reach you by post
or e-mail.

Inez Skinner

Ted East has mentioned in his
report that the planning
application for a development at
Coate Bridge was turned down by
the Planning Committee on the
26th September.

This was as the result of a co-
ordinated campaign by the Trust,
the CPRE and Roundway Parish
Council and on this occasion,
Wiltshire Council Planning Officers
recommended refusal. Hopefully,
Mactaggart and Mickel will see
sense and not lodge an appeal
against the decision.

Another interesting development
is the uncovering by
archaeologists on the land near
Lay Wood of what is believed to be
a 2000 year-old Roman Villa. This
is likely to delay the Crown Estate's
plans for development on this site
while further examination takes
place.

Work has now started on the
demolition of the old Health
Centre on New Park Street. The
developer has already put in a
revised application to increase the
number of flats on the site from 7
to 9!


