
 Trust News
Your Trustees continue to hold our
monthly meetings by Zoom and
correspond mainly by e-mail. We have
had a number of planning issues to
cover in the last three months and
several of these are discussed in this
issue. Another, which has arrived
recently, relates to the detailed
planning application for what is now
called the Integrated Care Centre (ICC)
on land off Marshall Road.

An application was submitted by NHS
Property Services for the design and
layout of what was then called called
an 'Urgent Care Centre' and approval
was given in principle in December
2016. The latest application gives
more detail about what the new
building will look like and the internal
layout. As well as the new building,
there will be housing development on
the site. This application does not
include any detail of the housing.

The ICC, appears certain to be a busy
hub of activity, in what is otherwise a
quiet residential area, where the
potential for disturbance and noise
nuisance is substantial. The internal
plans suggest that the remaining
activities carried out at Devizes
Hospital eg podiatry, physiotherapy
and audiology will be relocated to the
Centre in due course. This will have
transport implications, particularly for
residents living in the centre of town
who would normally walk to the
Hospital.

The application contains a Travel Plan
which is very unambitious. The bus
service back to the town centre in the
afternoon is inadequate. It changes
from 1A to 1 in the middle of the
afternoon, there is a gap of 55 min
between them, and the return service
to the Market Place takes 30 minutes
and goes via the Marina. The Trust
has objected to this part of the
application suggesting that the 1A
service should be extended through
the afternoon.

We will continue to monitor this
application which has been a long
time coming and which result
in an improvement to medical
services in Devizes.
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Since lockdown, a number of important
planning applications have been
submitted, and the Trust has continued
to comment and object where we have
felt that a particular application is not in
the best interests of Devizes.

Two such applications have involved
two of our Grade 1 listed mediaeval
churches – St Mary the Virgin in New
Park Street, and St John the Baptist in
Long Street. In both cases, the Trust has
requested that the applications should
be 'called in' so that they can be
discussed at the Eastern Planning
Committee. This would mean that
organisations such as the Trust and
members of the public could speak for
or against the application which would
then be determined by Committee
members.

However, applications can only be called
in by the Wiltshire councillor of the ward
in which the application sits, which in
both these cases is Cllr Sue Evans. The
Trust requested, separately, that the
applications should be called in.

The application for St John's was for

solar panels to be installed on the roof
of the building. It appeared that the
panels would be out of sight and the
Trust committee agreed, on balance,
that this would be acceptable. However,
we were aware that some Trust
members and local residents were
opposed to the application in principle
and there was a fear that this would set
a precedent for other listed buildings.

We received the following reply from Cllr
Evans:

Planning In The Spotlight



The St Mary's application is the latest
in the long running saga of the
project which we featured in the last
edition of Trust News. Initially, we
were pleased to see that Cllr Evans
had called in the application but
were subsequently dismayed to see
that she had reversed that decision.
The reason given for this was:

When we challenged this, we had the
following reply:

In our view, regardless of the views
of Historic England, these
applications are both of great
interest and concern to the Devizes
community and they should not go
through 'on the nod' without a public
debate.

Planning Spotlight

Earlier in August, the Government
published its proposals for reform of
the planning system, in a White Paper
entitled ‘Planning for the Future’.  This
article contains a brief summary of the
main points, with a few comments on
how it might affect Devizes.

The meat is set out in 23 Proposals,
under 3 ‘Pillars’.

. The role of land use plans
should be simplified. It is proposed
that Local Plans should identify three
types of land – Growth areas suitable
for substantial development, Renewal
areas suitable for development, and
areas that are Protected.

 This could help to
encourage picking genuine strategic
locations for growth (eg Swindon), and
discourage the present practice of
‘smearing’ housing development
across smaller towns (like Devizes).

…

.  A standard method for
establishing housing requirement
figures…

:  Housing requirements will
clearly be nationally set, and ‘top-
down’.

  Areas identified as Growth
areas (suitable for substantial
development) would automatically be
granted outline planning permission
for the principle of development…

. Decision-making and
Local Plans should be faster and more
certain, with firm deadlines, and make
greater use of digital technology.

…

.  Neighbourhood Plans
should be retained as an important
means of community input, and we
will support communities to make
better use of digital tools.

…

: Design guidance and
codes to be prepared locally, and
binding on decisions about
development.

:  This is welcome, but could
conflict with proposals 6 & 7.

…

: Conserving and
enhancing our historic buildings and
areas.

:  No significant changes
proposed.

…

 The Community
Infrastructure Levy to be charged as a
fixed proportion of the development
value above a threshold, with a
mandatory nationally-set rate or rates
and the current system of planning
obligations abolished.

:  Likely to raise the value of
the Levy in areas of high land values
(such as London and the SE) and
reduce it elsewhere (e.g. cities in the
North).

…

: The reformed
Infrastructure Levy should deliver
affordable housing provision.

:  Most commentators
believe this will reduce provision of
affordable housing by developers.

In summary, there are some good and
some not-so-good proposals.  It is all
rather unfocused, and looks more like
a wish-list than a strategy.  Expect to
see proposals dropped as the reforms
move forward.  The reforms will need
a major new Planning Act.  Will it be
given parliamentary time, with Brexit,
COVID etc to contend with?

The Government has recently
announced changes to the planning
system in England and is seeking
views on the proposed changes by 1st
October 2020. A quick look at the
consultation document suggests that
it is highly unlikely that the average
citizen will be able to comprehend it.
It is full of technical issues and has 35
questions on which it is looking for
answers. However, if you fell brave you
can find the document online here

https://tinyurl.com/planning-changes-2020

The Trust will be responding to the
consultation and we will publish our
response in the next Trust News.



www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Wiltshire Museum reopened to
visitors at the end of July and is
now open on Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays.

The Museum has been adapted
to allow for social distancing
and entries are limited by ticket.

A face covering should now be
worn in all parts of the Museum.

 For full details, see the website:

https://www.wiltshiremuseum.
org.uk/welcome-back/

or phone them on 01380 727369

On a recent trip to the Wiltshire
Museum, which incidentally re-opened
on 31st July, I was intrigued to see a
poster advertising the Daily Express
contest for the 'Town Criers
Championship of Great Britain' to be
held in the Market Square (sic), Devizes
on February 23rd 1912. Thirty-eight
town criers took part, including J G Nott
of Devizes. I wanted to find out more
about the event and what has happened
since.

I was able to find out that 9,000 people
turned out to see the town criers
compete for the title. Apparently it
rained at 4pm just as the awards were
being made. It was the first ever
competition of this kind, organised by
the Daily Express, and it received
national and international coverage.

John Knott, who, at the time of the
competition, had been Devizes' town
crier for 22 years, came in third overall
and was awarded one guinea (£1.05 new
money) and a new bell, although
traditionally Devizes town criers did not
use one. He was also awarded first prize
in the 'handsomest crier' class.

 The overall winner was William Law
from Horsham, who received £5 and a
new bell. Interestingly, he isn't one of
the eight competitors who appear on the
poster.

The position of town crier in Devizes
dates back to 1380 when the mayor's
officer was responsible as the keeper of
the deer parks, at Old Park and
Roundway. As a result, the mayor's
officers' uniform reflects that tradition
with a cap similar to a jockey's helmet
and breeches and gaiters. In the old
days the town crier always preceded the
town's carnival procession, riding on
horseback.

When the then town crier, Sidney Dowse,
retired in 1977 after some 30 years'
service, none of the subsequent mayor's
officers wanted to take on the role of
town crier.

In 2006, John Girvan called for the role
of Devizes Town Crier to be reinstated
as the town had to 'borrow' town a crier
from one of the neighbouring towns to
open new shops. The town crier’s role
was revived by Devizes Town Council in
2008 when Marcus Hopgood was the
Devizes Mayor's Officer and Town Crier.

In celebration of the 100th anniversary
of this event in 2012, the ten town criers
of Wiltshire assembled in Devizes
Market Place. More details in this article
from the Wiltshire Times:

 https://tinyurl.com/town-criers

Oyez! Oyez!



This year's Heritage Open Day will be a quiet affair with none of the usual venues
able to open because of Covid 19 related restrictions. As mentioned elsewhere in
this issue, we are hoping to be in a position to launch a digitised version of the
Town Trail on 19th September.
There will also be a consultation event on the Assize Court plans on that day.
There will be a small exhibition at the Devizes Assize Court, Northgate Street,
Devizes, SN10 1JX. It will be the first opportunity to see the new ideas and say what
you think! Both of these are subject to change so watch out for more news in The
Gazette and Herald and social media.
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We are now on the 7th version of the
Devizes Town Trail which was
updated to mark the Trust for Devizes'
50th anniversary celebration in 2017.
This revision of the Trail had all new
photographs and there were changes
to the text to include Bridewell Street.
The Street Plan was also revised and
improved.

Whilst a lot of people appreciate
having a paper copy which they can
use to follow the Trail around town,
we are now in an age where the
mobile phone provides an alternative
and, potentially, more interactive way
of looking at our heritage buildings.
To that end, the Trust has
commissioned local photographer
James Harrison to produce a video
version of the Trail which will be
available online.

It is our intention to have a version of
the digitised trail by early September
so that we can launch it on Devizes
Heritage Open Day. We hope that this
will go some way towards showcasing
our town as a place to visit and enjoy.

Looking back, the 1st Edition of the
Trail was Published in 1975 to mark
European Architectural Heritage Year.
The idea was first suggested by John
Girvan with help from fellow
committee member Frank Scrivener.

Some of the text was originally
published by Wiltshire County
Council, revised and illustrated with
help from Richard Sandell at the
Museum Devizes.  The Trail has
undergone six design layout changes.

The 6th edition in June 2008 took
advantage of full colour printing
inside for the illustrations and
enabling the centre spread page for a
Street Plan to be printed in red colour
with Blue Colour Plaques marked. The
front cover by now had to have the
trees removed around the Market
Cross on the line drawing with a blue
half page colouring. Tony Sedgwick
edited the 6th edition and ran
occasional walking tours based on the
Trail map. Springford and Rose have
printed each edition and still have the
original printing blocks!

John Girvan reported to the Trust
committee in July that the Grade II listed
pillbox just off the canal towpath near
Rotherstone had been vandalised. The
pillbox was listed by Historic England in
2010. The reasons given for listing it
were:

“Despite being of a common type, the
pillbox forms an integral part of a
nationally important defensive stop line
and nodal point. The pillbox survives
well. The pillbox forms part of an
historic landscape including other
defensive assets. The pillbox possesses
a clearly defined defence context which
includes two listed buildings”

John managed to rub off the graffiti with

white spirit and a great deal of elbow
grease. The photos show before and
after. John was concerned though to see
that passers-by seem to think that this is
a litter bin, not a pillbox and there is a
large build up of litter that has been
posted through the gun slit window
openings. The Trust will now consider
how this might be dealt with.

We are grateful to the Clean Up Devizes
Squad (CUDS) who have cleaned up the
rubbish outside and around the pillbox.

More about the history of the pillbox can
be found on Historic England's website.

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/t
he-list/list-entry/1393864

Grade II Listed Pillbox Vandalised


