
 Trust News
This is the last Trust News in
2015 so it's probably time to
review the year's activity.

Much of the year has been spent
discussing the thorny subject of
parking. Wiltshire Council
proposed a number of changes
to parking charges following a
consultation process. These
changes came into affect in
October and the Gazette and
Herald immediately reported on
the confusion that was caused to
workers and shoppers as a
result of poor signage.
Hopefully, this has now been
resolved but we would be
interested to hear about on-
going problems caused by the
new parking arrangements.

In June, the Trust held an open
meeting to discuss issues
related to traffic congestion and
air pollution. The ideas put
forward at that meeting were
reported in the August Trust
News. Your Committee has an
outstanding action to prepare a
plan for how those ideas can be
pursued and we will start work
on that in the New Year

The August edition of Trust
News headlined the forthcoming
vote on the Neighbourhood Plan
and we report the result of that
referendum in this edition. The
challenge now will be to ensure
that the principles and
constraints set out in the Plan
become embedded into the
planning system. The likely sale
of the  Community Hospital site
for housing development will be
one of the first examples of how
this will work. We need to
monitor it carefully to ensure
that Devizes gets what it wants
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Recent developments on the long
awaited health centre suggest that a
new facility might be built in Marshall
Road, next to the Treatment Centre,
as early as 2017. This would go some
way to dealing with the lack of a minor
injuries unit in Devizes but would be
for out-patients only. Any treatment
requiring an overnight stay would still
mean travelling to Swindon, Bath,
Salisbury or beyond.

Funding for the new centre will come
from the sale of the Community
Hospital site in New Park Road. We are
told that an agreement has been
reached with the NHS that the
proceeds of the sale  will be returned
to Wiltshire NHS rather than to the
wider NHS pot as has been the case in
the past.

There are a number of implications for
the Trust and for Devizes if this
proposal goes ahead:

• travel to the new facility will be
difficult for those without access to
a car unless there is a guaranteed,
regular bus service from the centre
of town. It is vital that this is part of
the deal with developers so that
future funding for this bus service

can be guaranteed.

• as the Hospital is not listed, there
will be no requirement for potential
developers to retain the existing
building. However, the hospital site
has been identified as being part of
the wider Wharf area and this
should be reflected in the planning
constraints set out as part of any
housing development. Whatever
replaces the Hospital must be
sympathetic to its surroundings,
including the Victoria Road
conservation area, the Wharf and St
Mary's Church

• the Community Hospital should
continue to provide the current
level of outpatient services until the
new centre is fully open. There
should be no gap in the provision of
services which would necessitate
out-of-town travel

While the Trust welcomes this news in
principle, much of the detail of how
the transition will be managed will
need to be sorted out to ensure that
Devizes doesn't miss out yet again.
We look forward to finding out more
about the proposals in due course.

Devizes Hospital



and needs, bearing in mind that
the Hospital was paid for by the
people of Devizes.

The Trust's new website was
launched at the beginning of
2015 but so far only 49 members
have registered their details. If
you have access to the internet
and haven't registered yet, please
go online and do so, as this
makes your committee's job a lot
easier.

Wiltshire Council recently consulted
on a number of proposed changes
to parking in Devizes. These
included making Snuff Street two-
way for cyclists only, aimed at
creating a continuous cycle route
between Quakers Walk and the
town centre in both directions; and
reducing the number of parking
spaces on New Park Road, to create
a “safer and more convivial route”
for pedestrians.

The Snuff St proposal has been
approved, but  to avoid increased

pressure on neighbouring streets,
the New Park Rd proposal has been
put on hold pending a decision on
residents' parking for Victoria Rd
and Commercial Rd.

We welcome both these decisions,
as the introduction of a residents'
parking scheme in Victoria and
Commercial Roads is well overdue
and improvements to the town's
cycle network should help to ease
congestion and the associated air
quality issues.

Gaiger Bros is to move from its
current premises in Northgate St
to Wadworth's former bonded
warehouse which used to include
the stables, a move of a few
hundred yards over the road.
This will free up their current
premises to be developed for
homes in the centre of town.

The Coate Bridge development
still hangs in the balance after
Mactaggart and Mickel were told
that the Secretary of State's
decision to overrule the Planing
Inspector's report was flawed.
The application will be
considered again by the Planning
Inspectorate shortly. Hopefully,
the adoption of the
Neighbourhood Plan (which does
not include the Coate Bridge site)
will mean that the application
will be refused.

We were all delighted when the
result of the Referendum was
announced. Of the 3779 votes cast
on 17 September, 3402 voted in
favour of the Plan with 369 against
and 8 rejected ballot papers. That
represented 90.02% in favour of
the Plan being adopted.

This was a resounding success for
the team that worked so hard to
put the plan together and means
that Wiltshire Council must now
use the policies set out in the

Neighbourhood Plan.

This will ensure that future
developments are carried out in a
way that allows Devizes to meet
proposed growth with respect for
existing communities, and which
will protect and enhance the rural
character of the town through the
control of green space.

Your Committee will be checking
all planning applications for the
Devizes area to ensure that this
happens.

With Christmas on the horizon,
why not give a friend or
neighbour a year’s membership
of the Trust For Devizes?

We’ll enclose a welcome note
with their first copy of Trust
News, and an invitation to renew
with the fourth. Just send us
their details with your payment,
and we’ll take care of the rest.

Contact us by post, or via the
website.



2:30 pm, Saturday, 5 December, 2015
An illustrated lecture by Katy Whitaker,
flying you through the amazing story
of a pioneering and dare-devil aerial
photography firm that took off at the
end of the First World War.

10:15 am, Saturday, 12 December, 2015

Activities for 7 to 14 year olds. Young
WANHS is a Saturday club for 7 to 14
year olds interested in archaeology and
history. Held the second Saturday of the
month from 10.15am to 12.15pm.

.

Devizes Town Hall, £10 (£8 WANHS
members), Saturday 12 December - 2.30pm:

This presentation will aim to tell short
stories of three people, from widely
different periods of time and placing
those people in the spotlight. None of
these people were famous but they
shared a common bond; they were all
flint knappers. Their brief appearances
in prehistory can be told and brought
together using archaeological evidence
supplemented by the confessions of a
modern flint knapper.

Saturday 20th February - 2.30pm:£6.50 (£4
WANHS members). BOOKING RECOMMENDED

This talk will showcase recent research
on animal remains from later
prehistoric middens in Wiltshire and
beyond. Using cutting edge scientific
techniques feasting practices have been
recreated in detail, including patterns of
consumption, and how the animals
were processed and cooked, where they
were raised and the catchment areas of
the feasting sites.

Saturday 5th March - 2.30pm:£6.50 (£4
WANHS members) BOOKING RECOMMENDED
Dealing with the revival of interest in
the ancient world, the history of
collecting (some of it scandalous) and
the foundation of museums and also
the importance of the trade and the
challenges we face in the light of events
in the Near East.

When I found out that a friend
lived in Ferozeshah Road, my
curiosity got the better of me
and I determined to find out why
a road in Devizes should have
adopted such an exotic and
foreign-sounding name.

Actually the road was built for
the Ministry of Defence to house
military personnel. It’s hardly
surprising, then, that the road
name should hold some military
significance.

The Battle of Ferozeshah took
place in the Punjab Province of
India on 21-22 December 1839.
It was a battle between the
Sikhs, who were keen to rid
themselves of their British rulers
and a mixture of Indian and
British troops.

Like most battles in those days it
was an extremely bloody affair,

with even the winner suffering a
very heavy loss of life.

The British won this battle, just,
but the war with the Sikhs was to
drag on for a few more years;
but, sadly, in those days the
sacrifice of thousands of men
was considered as nothing
compared with the glory of our
empire!

But why choose this particular
battle for a road name in
Devizes?  The 62nd (Wiltshire)
Regiment of Foot, an infantry
regiment, was raised as a line
regiment in 1756.  It played a
major part in the battle, losing
18 out of 23 officers and 281
out of 560 other ranks and the
battle was considered one of the
regiment’s major victories.
Ferozeshah Road was so named
in honour of this, our local
regiment.

The left-hand postbox is on New Park Rd, outside the hospital -
as seen on page 1!

 The right-hand box is on Brickley Lane.



We are sorry to announce that there will be no Christmas Social this year.

The next meeting for members will be the AGM in March 2015.
Full details will be in the next issue of Trust News.
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Saturday 12 March - 2.30pm: BOOKING
RECOMMENDED.

Details from the Museum.

.

Thursday 17 March 2.30pm.

Details from the Museum.

Saturday 9 April - 2.30pm: £6.50 (£4 WANHS
members).

A talk about the MAMUZ exhibition and
news from the Hidden Landscapes
Project.

Details from the Museum.

Thursday 27 April - start 10.30am:£40 (£35
WANHS members).

A guided tour of the amazing collections
of the Wiltshire Museum, followed by a
guided walk from Durrington Walls to
Stonehenge. Lunch and mini-bus
transport from Devizes to Stonehenge is
provided. This full day tour is led by
Museum Director, David Dawson.

, with Roy Canham.
Saturday 30th April.

Details from the Museum.

Observant members will have
noticed that the two dark green
telephone cabinets which appeared
outside the TSB building a few
months ago have now been moved
to the vicinity of the BT exchange via
NatWest Bank! It's a complicated
story…

Before the cabinets were erected,
the Trust was approached by
Wiltshire Council traffic department.
to comment on a request from BT
that they should be installed in St.
John's Street. Our view was that this
would be inappropriate. This led to
an agreement that the boxes would
be sited on their own property, by
the telephone exchange.

However, BT's sub-contractor got
the wrong instructions and installed
the cabinets in front of the TSB

building. Tony Duck, Secretary of
the Trust, was contacted about this
by one of our eagle-eyed members,
and got in touch with BT to point
out the mistake.

Several months passed until the
cabinets were moved but, again, the
sub-contractor got it wrong and the
cabinets appeared outside the
NatWest Bank in the Market Place.
Eventually, the penny dropped and
the cabinets were moved to their
final destination outside the
Exchange.

The fact that the Trust was
consulted in the first place is a
recognition of our standing,
achieved over many years of
responsible representation. All's
well that ends well.


