
 Trust News
First of all, I apologise for the
heavy emphasis in this edition on
planning issues. It can't be helped.
It's something that your committee
spends a lot of time discussing,
and it's about time we shared the
pleasure with you! I urge you to
spare some time looking at the
documents related to Wiltshire
Council's Planning consultation
covered on this page and give
them your views.

In other news, there has been
progress in the project to bring
back a railway station at Lydeway
to serve the Devizes area.

The Devizes Development
Partnership (DDP) has been given
Government funding for the next
stage which is to produce a
feasibility study. The project team
has invited people to comment on
the proposal and there has been a
good response with over 2500
contributions received, amounting
to nearly 10% of the local
population. The DDP are targeting
2025 for the construction work to
be completed and Devizes
Gateway to open.

We are very pleased to see that the
St James Centre in Estcourt Street
is now open for community use,
with excellent new facilities. Find
out more here:

https://www.stjamescentredevizes.org

2021 is the second year when we
will be unable to hold our AGM. We
will be producing annual and
financial reports which we will
share with you in due course. The
committee's activities have all
been carried out by e-mail, Zoom
and the odd phone call. We even
managed to have a socially-
distanced meeting in St Mary's
churchyard in between lockdowns.
We look forward to meeting face-
to-face, hopefully later this year.

Thank you all for continuing to
support the Trust.

Philippa Morgan

Issue 163 - February 2021

From the Editor

The Wiltshire Local Plan review
consultation is taking place from
Wednesday 13 January to Tuesday 9
March 2021. The topics covered
include:

• How growth is distributed around
the county

• Levels of growth, potential locations
for development and priorities foreach
of the county's main settlements

• Improving the framework for rural
communities to meet housing needs

• The opportunity to inform proposals
about how the council's planning
policies can be shaped to address
climate change and biodiversity net
gain.

There are two documents which are of
relevance to Devizes, and you can look
at them online here

Planning For Devizes (16 pages)

http://www.tinyurl.com/WLP2021-1

Devizes Site Selection Plan (25 pages.)

http://www.tinyurl.com/WLP2021-2

For those not able to access these
documents online, here is a brief
summary.

The document 'Planning for Devizes”
says that a further 330 homes will be
needed in Devizes between now and
2036. However, we are concerned that
the document does not include some
homes which are in the process of
construction, we believe that the 'real'
figure will be lower than that and will
be asking Wiltshire Council for
clarification.

The Council suggests that a target of
150 homes should be built on
brownfield sites over the next 10 years
in order to help minimise the loss of
greenfield land.

On current evidence, further
employment land is not needed at
Devizes. Employment land supply has
been reviewed and the existing supply
is available and capable of meeting the
needs.

The document identifies a number of
sites for consideration for future
development, including several which

A map from the planning document
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the Trust consider to be
inappropriate for housing
development.

The Trust will be commenting on the
proposals, and is also actively
involved in the revision of the
Neighbourhood Plan. We encourage
members to take part in the
consultation process which will
affect the future of our town.

The consultation runs unti the 9th
March. You can contact Wiltshire
Council by email:

spatialplanningpolicy@wiltshire.gov.uk

By telephone: 0300 456 0100  (lines
open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday)

Or in writing to:

Spatial Planning
Economic Development and Planning
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BA14 8JN

The Trust has been involved in looking
at sites which might be appropriate as
part of the revision to the
Neighbourhood Plan. One of those sites
(site no 7) is at Caen Hill Farm, off the
A361 on the left as you go down the
hill. It turns out that this area is home
to one of the remaining pillboxes in the
Devizes area.

Readers may remember that the Trust
was instrumental in achieving Grade 2
listed building status for the type 22
pillbox off the canal towpath at
Rotherstone in 2010. It was
disappointing that developers were
allowed to demolish the type 24 Pillbox
at Spitalcroft during the development
there and another piece of our town
history was lost.

The picture above shows that the
pillbox has been part covered with soil
which could have helped it from
deterioration.

John Girvan reported on it in his book
'Deeper Under Devizes', first published
in 2010. He notes that it is “covered
with soil looking like a mound today
and is possibly another Type 28
(PB404)” which would have been “a two
pounder heavy gun commanding a
defensive position to protect the town'.

The book also mentions that a
photograph taken whilst “reaching into
a badger hole at the site on hands and
knees.... revealed what looks like a
large embrasure slit gun port”.

Site no 7 is included in the ‘final pool’
of potential development sites in the
emerging Local Plan Options Report. As
part of our comments on the Local Plan,
the Trust will identify the pillbox as a
heritage asset that should be
conserved. We also plan to object to
this site on grounds of its
disproportionate impact on the
countryside, due to the prominent
topography of the area.

You can find out more about the
canalside pillbox here:

Wiltshire Gazette & Herald
https://tinyurl.com/WiltsPillbox1
Historic England
https://tinyurl.com/WiltsPillbox2

John Girvan's book 'Deeper under
Devizes' is for sale at Devizes Books
which is currently taking orders by
phone or email - 01380 725944
sales@devizesbooks.plus.com

Left, a view of the pillbox as it is today. Right, a plan of the type 28 pillbox.

This poignant letter from the Gazette
& Herald, Thursday April 13 1995 is a
reminder that Devizes Hospital has
been facing closure for more than
twenty five years. Even now, it's not
clear when the replacement integrated
health care centre will be opened
despite the announcement in July
2020 that the project will start in 2021
and be finished by 2022. We can only
wait and see.

Printing and posting your Trust
News is one of the Trust’s major
expenses.

We can send Trust News to you more
quickly and cheaply  by  email. The
document arrives as a PDF file, and
you can follow any  links in the
articles with a click.

If you are able to receive your Trust
News electronically and wish to do
so, log in to the Trust’s web site:
http://www.trustfordevizes.info

- and edit your profile, selecting “Y”
for the option “Soft TN”.

Alternatively, contact the editor at
info@trustfordevizes.info
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Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Museum News

Wiltshire Museum will be closed
until further notice but is
continuing to run online lectures
which are proving to be very
popular. Details of upcoming
lectures below.

ONLINE LECTURE – Building a
new chronology for the Mount
Pleasant mega-henge by Susan
Greaney

11th March 2021

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

 Online

ONLINE LECTURE: Mycenean
Gold-working and parallels in
Brittany and Wessex: New
Research

By Nikolas Papadimitriou
(Heidelberg University), with Akis
Goumas (Visiting Artist, Harvard
Center for Hellenic Studies) and
research contributions by Eleni
Konstantinidi-Syvridi (National
Archaeological Museum, Athens)
and Maria Kontaki, (National
Archaeological Museum, Athens).
Lecture jointly organised with the
Prehistoric Society

1st April 2021
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Online

Industrial Archaeology
Conference 2021
New Date
23rd October 2021
9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Devizes Town Hall

The Trust responded to the
consultation process by Wiltshire
Police on the proposed development
of the piece of land off the London
Road near the recent Quakers Walk
developments. Below is a summary of
our response.

As for all other speculative housing
developments, it is the Trust's view
that the planning system should be
‘genuinely plan-led’ (National Planning
Policy Framework §15).

Wiltshire Council is preparing a new
Local Plan for the county, and the
Devizes Plan Partnership is reviewing
the Neighbourhood Plan. These
processes provide the opportunity to
renew the vision for the future of each
area; the framework for addressing
housing needs and other economic,
social and environmental priorities;
and a platform for local people to
shape their surroundings.

This site is a green field, and has not
been developed previously. It formed
part of the Police cricket field, until the
Quakers Road housing access road
was driven across it. It is now too
small for cricket, but is physically
capable of use for other recreational
and horticultural purposes, and
should be treated as a resource, which
would be destroyed by building on it.

It should not be developed for housing
unless needed, and that is why the
decision should be taken as part of the
Local and Neighbourhood Plan
processes.

If the plan processes should indicate a
need, the site should be developed in
a way which will benefit the housing
opportunities of the Devizes
community.

It is within easy walking distance of
the town centre, and is right next to
the new Trinity Primary School. Any
development should make the most of
the location.

With this in mind, the Trust set out its
views on what should be done if the
site were to be included in the revised
Neighbourhood Plan. This included:

– retaining the existing tree groups
in the site, and connecting them
with an open space spine, also
linking to the two existing greens
in Parkfields;

– providing the main vehicular access
to the houses, and all allocated
parking, to the rear (the interior of
the site). This is a pattern that has
been used successfully in phase 1
of the Quakers Road development;
and

– challenging the need to create an
additional access road along the
Quakers Road frontage, if all
allocated parking is at the rear.

We are aware that there is a residents'
group which is challenging the plans
to develop this site, and we welcome
this example of local people getting
involved in challenging speculative
development.

’

A map of the proposed Parkfields development, with London Road to the lower right
and Quakers Road along the southern edge



As reported elsewhere, the Trust will not be holding an AGM this year.

The deadline for the Wiltshire Local Plan consultation is 9th March 2021. More
details here: https://tinyurl.com/WiltsLocalPlan
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Why not become a
friend of St John’s

Churchyard?

St John’s Church is quite literally at
the heart of our community being, as
it is, in the very centre of Devizes. The
churchyard is a place where we can all
help to nurture and cultivate natural
ecosystems so that it becomes a living
churchyard.

The churchyard needs friends with
spades, forks, pruning shears, and a
bit of energy. The hope is that the
churchyard can become a space that
is ‘owned’, not just by the parish, but
by the whole community who engage
in some light toil in a companionable
way.

There is routine maintenance required
but also some exciting ideas for re-
designing parts of the churchyard.

One of the first ideas is to design and
install a designated reflective area
with seating and a central focus,
where people can sit and enjoy the
peace and quiet.

Volunteers are needed to help with
this work for whatever time you feel
able to spare, maybe a couple of
hours per session and at a time that
best suits you.

If you would be willing to devote some
time to this community project, please
email Mike McClelland at

livingchurchyard@stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

Some idea of what you like to do
and/or are good at would prove
helpful.

I recently wrote to Cllr Bridget Wayman,
Wiltshire Councillor with responsibility for
Highways, asking if the unsightly road
barriers in St John's Street could now be
removed.
My reasoning was that, in the early days
of the Covid epidemic, the barriers were
installed in an attempt to encourage

pedestrians to socially distance. However,
they are now totally inappropriate and an
eyesore in the centre of the conservation
area.
Residents are well aware of the need for
social distancing, and there can be reason
for these barriers to remain. At a time
when we need to encourage visitors to
support ourlocal businesses, they are an
ugly and unnecessary blot on the
landscape.
Cllr Wayman replied as follows “The
scheme was implemented under advice
from our Public Health colleagues to
ensure pedestrians can observe social
distancing. The advice has not changed
and indeed the recent increase in number
of cases would reinforce the need for the
arrangement to stay in place.
We do, however, continue to consider the
need for all the temporary schemes, and
will remove them as soon as they are not
required. In view of the latest lockdown, I
think this is unlikely to happen in the near
future, but we will keep reviewing the
situation regularly.”
I am pleased to hear that they will be
removed “as soon as they are not
required”. I still disagree that they are
needed and see little evidence that they
achieve anything. But I did try!

Not a pretty sight

https://tinyurl.com/WiltsLocalPlan

