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Dear Members, 
 
Goodness, Autumn’s here already, a season for which I have a fondness. Early morning mists, spiders’ 
webs glistening with dew, changing leaf colours, and late season flowers such as sedums, dahlias, 
chrysanthemums, and all those with big cones at their centres. 
 
This September has also marked the departure of our son to Nottingham University ………… our one and 
only has flown the nest! To avoid being too maudlin, we’ve taken ourselves off for days out. Highgrove 
was the most recent and we were relieved to see that HRH grows a good crop of chickweed in his 
vegetable garden, just like us.  
 
Whilst most farmers have finished harvesting and are busy preparing ground & planting winter corn, 
churches are holding their harvest events. St Mary’s, Haseley, near Warwick, is advertising its Harvest 
Flower Festival, which I’ve attended in past years and is normally well worth the visit. This tiny rural, 
Grade 1 listed medieval church, is situated on Firs Lane (running down the side of Hatton Village Hall off 
the A4177), Haseley, CV35 7LS. The event is open from 10am – 4pm, Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th 
October.  
 
On September 30th at 8pm, we are holding our first ‘normal’ speaker meeting back in Balsall Village Hall, 
on Station Road, CV7 7FF. We are welcoming Paul Green from Green’s Leaves Nursery, Glos, who will 
speak about ‘Grasses and Friends for Autumn Interest’. We understand that he will be bringing plants to 
sell too. We will also be having our own stalls for the selling of plants and garden sundries. Our monthly 
pot plant and flower spike competitions will resume, as well as the raffle. In preparation for next March’s 
Annual Daffodil Competition, there are approximately 90 bags of 6 x ‘Jack Snipe’ narcissi bulbs, price 
£1.50, for members to pot up and grow. It is one bag per member on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. If 
you are not going to attend the meeting, you may ask a friend to purchase a bag on your behalf. Helen 
Jones will also be selling tickets, price £6, for the buffet supper following our AGM on 25th November. 
 
Your committee has been in regular contact with the Village Hall in relation to attending events, as other 
groups have already resumed activities there. It is up to individual members to decide if they wish to 
come to meetings. One should NOT attend if there is any suspicion of having Covid symptoms or being 
in known contact with someone with Covid, until the requisite isolation period has elapsed. Seating will 
not be spaced, mask wearing will be up to the individual, and hand sanitiser will be available. You may 
prefer to bring your own mug for refreshments if you wish. 
 
Whilst the pot plant / flower spike competition is resuming at this meeting, Angela Shaw would still 
appreciate receiving photographs from members to go on the BDHS website please. 
 
Sadly, at the beginning of August, member Ruth Hickson passed away at home following a short illness. 
Many of us will remember Ruth coming to meetings with son David and seeing them walking together 
down Kemps Green Road from their respective homes. A keen gardener, Ruth joined us in recent years 
with David, after she and her husband moved to Balsall Common to be nearer their family.  Our 

condolences go to the Hickson family. 

With best wishes, 
Marion 

http://WWW.bdhs.club


Report on the Members Social Evening – 29th July 2021  

This was held at Yew Tree Barn, Berkswell, by kind permission of members Angela & Ken Shaw. There 

was an excellent turnout of members old and new, enjoying themselves in such a glorious garden. Even 
the weather behaved perfectly, having rained all day both the day before and the day after! It was a very 
convivial evening, supplemented with food and wine organised by Alison Watson. 

Members were very generous with their money too! The sale of plants raised £53, and the raffle raised 

£149. As is usual at our Social Evening, Nigel Briggs was invited to sell cards on behalf of ‘Save the 
Children’ Fund, and he was thrilled to make £150 which was double the usual amount he normally 
expects. He sends a big thank you to all those who helped him raise this for SCF. 

Thanks must also go to Angela & Ken for the venue, Alison for the food and drink, Wendy Jenkinson for 
manning the Plant Stall, and David & Val Cotterrell for organising the raffle.  

P.S. Yew Tree Barn was one of eight gardens open on 27th June for ‘Berkswell Open Gardens’, under the 

National Garden Scheme (NGS). For those of you who do not live locally to have seen Ken’s article in 
The Bugle magazine, nearly 700 people visited the gardens and the day raised £6,833 for NGS charities. 

Report on the 72nd Annual Members Show 4th September 2021 

Following no annual show in 2020 due to the pandemic (the first cancellation in over 70 years), we held a 

smaller show in September, as our usual July date wasn’t feasible this year due to the government 
restrictions still in place at that time. 

The schedule was reduced, to allow more space in St Peters Hall between the show tables for social 
distancing & to incorporate a one - way system. The show was restricted to members only and there was 

no publicity to encourage the attendance of non – members. There was no section for Balsall Primary 
School exhibits of art, nor was there a cookery section which would have involved the tasting of exhibits. 

The Society were also very fortunate that the weather was good, which facilitated the serving of 
refreshments outside in the hall’s garden.  

In summary it was a good show given the circumstances, and there have been favourable comments from 

those who attended. It has been noted that the absence of the cookery section was a significant 
disappointment to some. 

There were 354 entries from 42 members which was lower than those for the same sections at our last 
show in 2019, but the standard remained high. Obviously, the classes had to be modified to reflect the 

change to a September date ………. RHS Chelsea weren’t the only ones! 

It was good to note some new names on the prize cards and cup winners list, as well as the “old 
familiars”!!  There is still one gentleman who continues to need a good supply of metal polish for the 
forthcoming year.  

Of the issues to be sorted out before the next annual show, the most pressing is the lack of help 
before, during, and after the show. It was unfortunate that we never meet in August to “rally the troops” 
for a September Show. The committee appreciates that our membership is older and that younger 
members are fewer in number. However, for our next show we intend to organise rotas of the more able – 

bodied to assist with the heavier tasks of moving tables and chairs, as well as rotas for serving 
refreshments, selling raffle tickets, assisting the Show Secretary.  

David Ashcroft extends his thanks to members, spouses and friends who helped make this year’s 
modified show a success. The date for next year is already booked for Saturday 23rd July!  

NB In recent years, the club has applied for an RHS Banksian Medal, and by a unanimous decision, your 

committee has awarded this year’s medal to David Ashcroft in recognition of all his hard work arranging 
the Zoom meetings for our speaker programme earlier in the year, not to mention the extra work it took to 
modify our annual show.   



 
THE DEELEY CHALLENGE CUP 
 Awarded for the most points in Sections 'A' & 'B' - 
Vegetables & Fruit 
WINNER – EDWARD COTTERRELL 
 
THE MAISEY CHALLENGE CUP  
Awarded for the most points in Section 'C' - Flowers & 
Foliage 
WINNER – WENDY JENKINSON 
 
POT PLANT CUP 
Awarded for the most points in Section 'D' - Pot Plants 
WINNER – EDWARD COTTERRELL 
 
THE SOCIETY CUP 
Awarded for the best exhibit in Section 'E' - Flower 
Arrangement  
 WINNER – JEAN WOOD 
  
THE BALSALL TROPHY 
Awarded for the best exhibit in Section ‘F’- Art/Craft 
  WINNER – JEAN WOOD 

   
THE WILKINS CHALLENGE TROPHY 
Awarded to the best entry in Section ‘G’ - Plants from 
Plugs 
  WINNER – CHRIS HORNSBY 
 
THE SOUTHFIELD GERANIUM CUP  
Awarded for the best geranium or pelargonium in the Show 
  WINNER - EDWARD COTTERRELL 
  
THE NOVICE AWARD 
Awarded to the Novice gaining the most points in the 
Show.  
 WINNER – LAURA EDEN 
 
THE BALSALL CHALLENGE CUP 
Awarded for the second highest total of points in all classes 
 WINNER – HELEN JONES 
 
 CHALLENGE CUP  
Awarded for the highest total of points in all classes 
 WINNER – EDWARD COTTERRELL 

TOPICAL TIPS 

• Give final trim to evergreen hedges.  
 

• Divide herbaceous perennials  
 

• Plant out daffodils and other spring bulbs.  
 

• Pot up bulbs for indoor use over Christmas.  
 

• Prune climbing and rambling roses.  
 

• Lift main crop potatoes.  
 

• Bring in tender perennials, including herbs, before 
frosts.  

 

• Take cuttings of roses, evergreen shrubs, lavender, 
rosemary, bay and similar herbs, and tender per-
ennials such as  Fuchsia  and Pelargonium.   

 

• Lay turf and sow grass seed.  

Calling all Sainsbury’s shoppers! 
 
If you shop at Sainsbury’s, you may know that the store is currently giving a pack of 4 Heroes cards at the 

tills for every £10 spent. Should you not be collecting these for other children, Doug Timmis is collecting 
them for Springfield House School, near Temple Balsall, where the staff use the cards to reward pupils’ 
good behaviour. You can drop off your cards to him at 19 Station Road, Balsall Common, or at our monthly 
meeting.   

A Message to our Newsletter Distributors from Jennifer Leeming 
 
Dear All, 
It has now been about 18 months since we had printed newsletters to take out, and Helen will continue to 
send the majority by email until a review next year. 
I have decided that this is an opportune time to relinquish my post as Newsletter Distribution Co – Ordina-
tor, giving your committee time to plan the way forward. 
I send my thanks to all the present and past members who regularly posted the newsletters through members’ 
letter boxes. This has been done efficiently and quickly, and I can honestly say that I have never had a com-
plaint that a newsletter had not been received. 
 
Thank you for your support and help over many years, 
Jennifer Leeming 

CUP WINNERS 



Narcissi Wordsearch 
 
It is currently bulb planting time and in past years I’ve thought up puzzles to do with bulbs. This year it is 
the turn of Narcissi, or Daffodils if you prefer that term. Did you know that these bulbs are classified into 
12 divisions? I’ve been scouring the bulb catalogues and here are 17 varieties for you to find, representing 
most of these divisions. Some of these varieties have been used in our Annual Daffodil Competition. All 
hold the Award of Garden Merit (AGM) except ‘Arctic Bells’.                

 

N. ‘Jack Snipe’  

N. ‘Jetfire’ 

N. ‘Pheasant’s 
Eye’  

N. ‘Falconet’ 

N. ‘Jumblie’ 

N. ‘Hawera’  

N. ‘Minnow’  

N. ‘Actaea’  

N. ‘Camelot’  

N. ‘Tahiti’  

N. ‘Thalia’  

N. ‘Tete a Tete’  

N. ‘Sailboat’  

N. ‘Segovia’  

N. ‘Heamoor’  

N. ‘Arctic        
Bells’ 

N.’Obvallaris’   

 
Answers to me by the Sept. meeting in person, by email (marion.keely@btinternet.com), or in the post 
(The Cottage, Fen End Farm, Oldwich Lane East, Fen End, Near Kenilworth, CV8 1NR) please  

COMPETITIONS PAGE 

Answers to July/August Puzzle 
 
1.Narcissus  2.Primula  3.Acer  4.Lavatera  5.Aster  6.Rose  7.Nemesia  8.Sedum  9.Laurel  10.Crocosmia  
11.Crocus  12.Cyclamen  13.Dahlia  14.Delphinium  15.Chrysanthemum  16.Saintpaulia            
17.Tellima OR Mitella  18.Solidago  19.Skimmia  20.Hosta  21.Rhododendron  22.Ranunculus  
23.Hypericum  24.Hydrangea  25.Tulip 
 
Answers were received from Wendy Boult, Mary & Edward Cotterrell, Sylvia Farley (these last 2 entries 
provided the alternative answer to no. 17), Jean Gledhill & Gill Whitehead. The winning entry pulled 
from the hat are Mary & Edward. 

Monthly BDHS website Photographic Competition Results for July 
 
1.Edward Cotterrell   2.Gill Whitehead   3.Alison Watson 

A J A C K S N I P E F T 

F E U A R E W A H W A T 

S T I M G L K A E O L I 

I F T O B Z I C A N C X 

R I I S Q L P T S N O C 

A R H G A N I A A I N A 

L E A H S O L E N M E M 

L L T T E T E A T E T E 

A T A O B L I A S P K L 

V R O A I V O G E S D O 

B R O O M A E H Y P R T 

O A R C T I C B E L L S 
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