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As 2021 comes to an end, we have
seen things start to get back to
normal, though there have been
some stumbling blocks on the way.

The Trustees have met in person for
the last couple of months and it has
been good to resume our regular
meetings. We are hoping that we will
be able to hold a 'live' AGM  in March
2022. See 'Dates for your Diary' for
more details.

In case you ever wonder what we
talk about at our Trustee meetings,
our main area for consideration is
inevitably the monthly list of
planning applications.

Our planning expert, Richard
Ormerod, produces a monthly
report in the form of a spreadsheet,
setting out the application number,
location, what is being proposed,
his assessment of the proposal, his
recommendation and the deadline
for comments. The applications are
usually a mix of internal alterations,
extensions, tree-work and other
general changes. Then, of course,
we have the new housing
developments, small and large,
which will inevitably affect the street
scene or landscape of Devizes.

In line with the Trust's objectives,
we always look at the impact that
developments will have on our town,
including issues such as increased
traffic, conservation and the
question of the precedent which an
application might set for others to
follow.

We have recently started to suggest
possible changes to applicants
where we think that this will
improve the end result of a
development. We believe that this
more proactive approach will help to
improve the quality of new build
properties.

If you are interested in helping us
with this important work, please get
in touch by email or 'phone. We are
always on the look out for new
Trustees and are generally a friendly
bunch.
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The branch line through Devizes from
Trowbridge was opened in 1857 and, in
1862, it became part of an extension of
the line from Hungerford via Pewsey.
This finally gave Devizes a link to
London.

Then, in April 16, 1966, the last
passenger service stopped at Devizes.
Goods services had finished 18 months
earlier in November 1964. This was, of
course, part of the Beeching cuts which,
at the time, were inevitable but now
seem so wrong.

Over the years, evidence of the railway
line in Devizes has mostly disappeared
and the lack of a railway station has
meant that we are left with limited
options for most journeys other than to
use the car.

However, there now seems to be a
possibility that there will once again be
a Devizes railway station, albeit around
3.5 miles from the town centre. If the
Devizes Gateway project goes ahead, the
proposed station will be at a site near
Lydeway on the Berks and Hants Line. It
is proposed that the station will be
connected directly to Devizes town
centre by an express shuttle bus link.

The project is being developed by
Wiltshire Council and the Devizes
Development Partnership and in May
2011, the consortium was awarded
  50,000 by the Government to create a
business case for the project.

As part of that process, the community
has been consulted and the feedback
from the surveys carried out will be used
as evidence that a railway station is
needed.

Issues which have been identified in the
consultation include poor public
transport connections to key
destinations; the lack of railway access is
constraining local economic growth and
employment; congestion on the local
highway network results in air pollution;
and there is additional strain on the
highway network due to more housing
being built.

The question then is whether the new
railway station would provide solutions
to these problems. If the station is built,
can it be guaranteed that the linked bus
service will be in place and will it be
flexible enough to allow for that link to
take account of delays on the train
timetable? Will there be a safe cycle
route to the station? The current road
link is far from safe for cyclists.

There is a danger that without these vital
links in place, the new station could fail
to provide the improvements that
Devizes needs. Should we be
considering cheaper options such as
enhancing and improving the current
bus service?

One thing is sure, the Trust will be
keeping a close eye on this project as it
develops.

Devizes station, in what some would call “the good old days”



Residents in Avon Road were excited
when Channel 4 television chose to
excavate the site of the former
County House of Correction (prison)
for an episode of 'The Great British
Dig'.

In the programme, Hugh Dennis and
a team of expert archaeologists
excavate back gardens around
Britain in an attempt to uncover the
lost history buried beneath lawns
and flower beds.

The House of Correction was opened
in 1817 after taking seven years to
build, and was the replacement for
the Old Bridewell. It was located on
the west side of Devizes, near what
is still called Prison Bridge.

The prison, designed by Richard
Ingleman, was a polygon of brick
and stone with the governor's
building in the middle. There were
210 cells, 16 yards, two infirmaries
and a chapel. After a report
identifying the lesser treatment of
women, new cells were built in 1841
for them, as well as a laundry room,
day room and separate infirmary.

From 1823 the prison also featured
a treadmill that milled corn outside
the prison walls. Later additions to
the facility include a schoolhouse in
1842, ten additional cells and an
extension to the chapel in 1867.

Between 1912 and 1914, the prison
was used only for prisoners on
remand. It was a military detention
barracks from 1914 until 1920,
when it fell completely out of use.

In 1921 Devizes Prison officially
closed. The building was sold the
next year and demolished in 1927
by WE Chivers who subsequently
built houses on the site.

Channel 4 engaged local company
Solstice Heritage to provide the
archaeological services and they,
along with local residents, dug in the
back gardens around the Avon Road
circle. A large cutting trench 10
metres long was cut into the central
grass area.

At a depth of 1.75 metres, the
foundations of the governor's
building and warders' tower were
located together with the access
steps. Many interesting artefacts
were unearthed and will be featured
in the TV programme due to be
screened in February 2022.

As part of the filming, Hugh Dennis
also visited the Devizes Assize Court
to take a look at the proposed new
location for the Wiltshire Museum.

Our very own John Girvan was
involved in the research and will, no
doubt, appear on the programme!

Archaeology in action
A TV crew looks into the story of Devizes Prison

The St Mary's project is very near to
receiving the approval of the
Diocesan Advisory Committee
(DAC). Approval by the DAC is the
last stage in the planning process
following the approval of the
planning application by Wiltshire
Council earlier this year.

The Trust has always supported
the project which will ensure that
St Mary's can be used as an asset to
the Devizes community. However,
we had two concerns about the
planning application, namely the
need for conservation of the Grade
II listed gates to be included in the
project and a query about whether
the proposed curved patio area was
consistent with the overall
appearance of the church. We were
aware that the planning application
had, for some unknown reason,
not been discussed by the Eastern
Area Planning Committee, and
were concerned that sufficient
consideration had been given to
the overall design of the project.

We were able to achieve an
assurance from the Parish
Churchwardens that money had
been set aside for the conservation
of the gates and that the DAC had
discussed and agreed on the
design aspects. We welcome this
outcome and look forward to being
involved with the project as it
progresses.

St Mary’s Project

Members of The Great British Dig team investigate in Avon Road
Photo: John Girvan



Bookings and enquiries:
www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk

Or call 01380 727369

You can now search the
Museum's Collections

database online
www.wiltshireheritagecollections.org.uk

Museum
A selection of forthcoming events

The Museum is now open every
day between 10am and 4pm

ONLINE LECTURE: Eric
Ravilious: Downland Man

2nd December 2021, 7:30 - 9:30 pm

An updated version of the
lecture given by James Russell
in June 2021.

Tickets – £7 per screen (£4.50
WANHS Members) – booking
essential. The event is due to
start at 7.30pm and will be
held ONLINE using Zoom
Webinars.

Devizes Ghost Walks –
Christmas 2021

Join local historian John Girvan
on his evening Ghost Walk –
and dowse the gallows site – if
you dare!

Pre-booking ESSENTIAL.
Dates:
Friday 26 November
Friday 10 December
Friday 17 December
Price: £6.50 Adults, £4 Children
(suitable for ages 11+)

Book launch and short
introductory talk

Hidden Wiltshire: From Near
And Far  by Glyn Coy and Paul

Timlett.

Friday 10 December, Wiltshire
Museum
Doors open 7.15pm for
7.30pm start.
This is a free event but
pre-booking is recommended,
as numbers will be limited due
to Covid-19.

I was recently e-mailed by Ros Bull, the
step-daughter of Ron Morgan who
lived in Roundway Park from 1988 –
1996 and who died recently. Her step-
father left her a photograph album of
pictures he had taken in Devizes in the
1980s. Ros asked if the Trust would
be interested in having the album and
I immediately said 'Yes please'. Due to
Covid restrictions it has taken 18
months for the album to reach me via
Trust members Rob and Eleanor
Watson, now living in Malmesbury.

The album starts with a description as
follows:

“This compilation of photographs,
taken by a very amateur
photographer, starting in the year
1988, was the result of my wife telling
me I ought to get interested in
something. I am hoping it will prove
some sort of record of the changes
through the years and maybe, one
day, it will interest someone to see the
town of Devizes through the eyes of
an ordinary man.”

He goes on to write:

“There seems to be so much infilling –
new houses in old streets – and new
estates taking shape, the overall

picture is difficult to visualise. I feel in
10 years time Devizes will have
developed beyond measure. Whether
it will add to or detract from the
attractiveness of the town, only time
will tell.”

Many of the photos in Ron's album will
be very familiar to readers. The centre
of Devizes hasn't changed too much
since 1988. However, the picture of
the Assize Courts shows the obvious
deterioration in the building and the
growth of the trees over more than 30
years. The former W E Chivers building
was demolished not long after this
picture was taken when the Safeway
supermarket (now Morrison's) was
built.

I think it's safe to say that Ron would
be pleased to see that much of
Devizes has remained largely
unchanged since he took his photos.
He would no doubt have something to
say about the new estates which have
sprung up to the south of Roundway
Park. But, as they say, that's progress.

Incidentally, I have offered the album
to Wiltshire Museum for their archive
and it will soon be moving there.

A Photo Album From The Past

1988 in Devizes
 Top, the Assize Court; bottom, the Chivers building, next to the Bell By the Green



We are planning to hold the Trust AGM on Thursday 24th March, 2022.
Please put this date in your diary, and we will confirm the arrangements in

the February edition of Trust News.
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Good news for
EV owners

Wiltshire Council's Cabinet agreed in
October to approve a new electric
vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure
plan, a decision that will help to
reduce carbon emissions in the
county and improve facilities for
drivers by both upgrading what's
already in place and increasing the
number of available chargers.

The plan will ensure there are more
chargers throughout the county. In
council car parks, every urban
community with a population over
10,000 will have at least one
council-sponsored public charging
point; the current infrastructure will
be replaced; users will pay a new
charge of 35p per KwH; and the
council will support commercial
providers to add their own chargers.

In terms of residential charging, the
council will support city, town and
parish councils to secure On-street
Residential Chargepoint Scheme
(ORCS) grant funding for residential
charging points on Wiltshire Council
land with council grants of up to
£2,500 per site.

It is looking for partners to consider
the installation of charging hubs, at
central and out of town locations,
and also adding more charging
points to its own buildings so the
council fleet can be converted to
electric vehicles.

For Devizes, this means that the
current charging points in Station
Road car park which have been
declared obsolete will be replaced
by new equipment which will
hopefully last longer and enable
faster charging.

In the Trust's view, if people are
going to be persuaded to change to
electric cars, there will need to be
many more charging points
available, particularly as so many
Devizes residents don't have off-
street parking. However, this is a
move in the right direction, even if it
is one that is long overdue.

Wadworth have started the
consultation process about their
proposal to move their brewery from
the iconic 19th Century building in
New Park Street to a building more
suitable for modern brewery methods.

 They are planning to move to the
former Selectabook site in Folly Road,
just a mile and a half from their
current premises.

Wadworth plan to use the existing
building, making some changes so
that it can host the primary brewing
operation and accommodate
sustainable and energy reduction
features.

There will be alterations to the roof
and the erection of external silos to
accommodate the brewing operation.
These will be confined to the northern
side of the existing building. They will
also carry out some landscaping to
improve the surrounding environment.

The Trustees discussed the proposals
at our November meeting and

appreciate that the move to new
premises is a commercial matter.

We welcome the re-use of an existing
building and it is unlikely that the
move will have an effect on traffic
movement.

As far as the existing building is
concerned, Wadworth say that they are
“considering all options for the whole
site, and the existing listed historic
brewery buildings are a hugely
important part of Wadworth’s heritage
and culture”.

The Trust met with the Chairman and
then Managing Director in 2019 and
emphasised the importance of the
building to the townscape. We are
confident that the company is fully
aware of this and await with interest
their proposals for the future.

More details of the plans are available
online at:

www.selectabookpublicconsultation.co.uk

The Brewery is moving! But not too far

A map of the new location

https://www.selectabookpublicconsultation.co.uk/

